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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ROYAL  TOWN  OF  SUTTON  COLDFIELD 
by  J.R.  Preston,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  F.R.C.P.  (Glas.) 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Royal  Town  of  Sutton  Coldfield 
Mr  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield 
and  the  work  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Council  during  the  year  1970 

Once  again  every  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  standards  of  the  service  to  the  community  in 
spite  of  the  restrictions  in  the  finances  available  Furthermore,  with  so  much  discussion  going  on  about 
the  future  of  local  government  and  the  future  unification  of  the  health  services  and  the  setting  up  of  the 
new  social  services  department,  planning  ahead  has  been  more  difficult  All  these  new  schemes  and  ideas 
on  reorganisation  have  had  a  most  unsettling  effect  upon  the  staff 

The  town  of  Sutton  Coldfield  is  obviously  a  pleasant  place  to  live  and  work  in,  for  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  as  yet  has  had  only  occasionally  difficulties  in  replacing  staff  who  have  left  the  service  Having  been 
able  to  maintain  this  full  complement  of  staff,  particularly  in  the  nursing  services  and  administrative 
sections,  it  has  been  possible  to  extend  and  expand  the  attachment  scheme  of  community  nurses  to  the 
general  practitioners  in  this  town.  Indeed,  in  October  1970,  that  is  one  year  after  the  commencement 
of  the  100%  attachment  scheme,  a  survey  was  carried  out  by  every  member  of  the  community  nursing 
staff  in  the  field  The  object  of  the  survey  was  to  gain  insight  into  the  average  working  week,  to  establish 
impressions  of  change  in  work  pattern  of  the  nursing  staffs  since  attachment,  to  note  any  trends  applicable 
to  the  various  community  nursing  services,  and  to  encourage  all  the  members  of  the  community  nursing 
staff  to  look  at  their  job  as  a  whole  and  not  just  as  a  series  of  visits  of  various  types 

As  mentioned  in  my  Report  last  year  all  nursing  staff  are  responsible  for  the  families  on  the  list  of  the 
general  practitioners  to  whom  they  are  attached,  and  also  for  a  small  number  of  families  on  the  lists  of 
general  practitioners  not  in  the  area  and  not  covered  by  any  other  attachment  scheme  Geographical  areas 
have  now  become  an  anachronism  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  special  arrangements  and  agreements  have 
been  made  with  all  but  one  of  the  adjacent  authorities  so  that  nursing  staff  from  Sutton  Coldfield  may 
cross  local  authority  boundaries  and  vice-versa  to  deal  with  the  patients  of  the  general  practitioners  to 
whom  they  are  attached  who  live  in  these  other  areas.  I  am  only  sorry  to  say  that  this  applies  to  all  the 
adjacent  authorities  with  the  exception  of  one,  namely  the  Aldridge-Brownhills  area  who  do  not  wish  to 
entertain  such  an  arrangement 

At  the  beginning  of  attachment  there  was  a  sharp  rise  in  the  mileage  covered  by  almost  every  nurse,  but 
this,  in  most  cases  has  now  settled  down,  though  mileage  is  still  above  what  it  was  before  attachment 
In  spite  of  much  thought  there  appears  to  be  nothing  which  can  be  done  about  this  problem  of  travelling, 
and  I  fear  it  must  be  accepted  that  a  fair  part  of  the  community  nurse’s  working  day  is  spent  travelling 
between  visits.  I  cannot  estimate  how  many  more  staff  would  be  required  if  the  work  was  expected  to  be 
carried  out  by  staff  who  were  not  car  drivers  and  it  is  beyond  question  that  the  loan  of  a  staff  car,  if  the 
nurse  does  not  possess  a  car,  is  a  need  and  not  a  luxury,  which  some  people  think  it  is 

Immediately  following  attachment  there  was  a  rise  in  district  nursing  visits  Over  the  past  year  this 
number  has  levelled  out  slightly  but  has  never  dropped  to  the  highest  level  before  attachment  I  realise 
that  there  was  an  epidemic  of  influenza  during  the  early  months  of  attachment  which  would  cause  an 
increase  in  visits,  but  the  increase  continued  throughout  the  year 

Looking  at  the  health  visiting  survey,  fourteen  full-time  and  one  part-time  health  visitor  took  part  in  it 
In  regard  to  the  type  of  visit,  these  were  as  follows  during  the  week  concerned 


Mothers . 

154 

Pre-school  children  . 

215 

Elderly  . 

149 

School  children  .  .  . 

41 

Others  . 

.  49 

The  bulk  of  the  visits  lasted  between  fifteen  and  thirty  minutes  However,  eighty-six  visits  lasted  between 
thirty  minutes  and  one  hour  and  eighteen  lasted  over  one  hour  The  types  of  visits  are  set  out  under  Routine 
and  Special: 

Routine  (221)  Special  (296) 

Unmarried  mothers 
Physical  handicap 
Chronic  Sick 


New  births 
Ante-natal 
Post  natal 


31 

18 

12 


6 

25 

29 


2 


Routine 

Special 

Cont . 

Immunisation 

12 

Foster/adoptive  parents 

9 

Physical  Handicap 

31 

Anxiety /Emotional 

79 

Chronic  Sick 

38 

Housing 

26 

Hospital  after-care 

26 

Financial 

31 

Mental  illness 

11 

Others 

91 

There  were  142  clerical  items  dealing  with  administration  as  against  189  professional  matters  during 
the  week  of  the  survey  A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  by  the  nursing  staff  on  the  telephone,  307  calls 
being  made  or  being  received  by  the  health  visitors  concerned.  These  calls  included  75  messages  for 
other  agencies,  the  remaining  232  dealing  with  a  variety  of  subjects,  including  family  planning,  feeding, 
immunisation  and  emotional  states. 

In  conclusion  the  impression  obtained  is  that  the  routine  visits  for  health  visiting  purposes  following 
the  initial  visit  to  a  new  baby  are  hardly  possible  any  longer.  Health  visitors  now  appear  to  have  so  many 
calls  on  their  professional  skills  and  time  that  only  very  selective  visiting  is  possible.  Emotional  upsets,  in 
particular  anxiety  states,  loom  largely  in  these  figures  and  take  most  time.  Visits  to  the  elderly  are 
increasing  and  again  are  very  time  consuming. 

Visits  to  the  working  age  population  are  now  beginning  to  build  up  slowly  in  number  and  attachment 
seems  to  have  given  a  spur  to  this  type  of  visit. 

In  regard  to  the  survey  carried  out  by  the  six  midwifery  sisters,  it  was  found  that  the  length  of  visits 
carried  out  by  them  varied  considerably.  The  bulk  of  the  visits  lasted  between  thirty  minutes  and  one 
hour  but  out  of  270  visits  19  lasted  over  one  hour. 

In  regard  to  the  type  of  visit,  the  greatest  number  of  visits,  107,  were  made  to  nursing  mothers  and 
babies,  most  of  whom  were  delivered  in  hospital  and  discharged  home  between  the  third  and  tenth  day. 
There  were  three  home  deliveries  during  the  survey  period.  Ante-natal  visits  accounted  for  63  and  hospital 
investigations  for  22.  The  remainder  of  the  visits  were  paid  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  e.g.  Guthrie  Tests, 
medical  inductions  of  labour  and  bookings  for  home  delivery.  Six  anti-natal  clinic  sessions  were  attended 
by  midwives  during  the  week  concerned.  These  were  all  held  in  general  practioners’  surgeries  and  are 
extremely  useful  for  both  the  patient  and  the  midwife.  It  is  the  only  point  of  contact  they  have  with  each 
other  before  delivery  if,  as  in  many  cases,  the  mothers  will  be  returned  home  to  be  cared  for  by  the  midwife 
after  delivery  in  hospital.  The  midwives  also  see  their  own  booked  cases  thus  cutting  down  the  number 
of  home  visits  paid  in  the  ante-natal  period,  which  is  very  desirable  remembering  that  each  midwife  drives 
an  average  of  30  miles  a  day  on  duty.  Fourteen  meetings  took  place  with  general  practitioners  during 
the  week  concerned. 

Recently  there  have  been  many  rumours  that  domiciliary  midwifery  is  coming  to  an  end.  This  has  caused 
a  great  deal  of  frustration  and  a  feeling  of  insecurity  in  the  midwives.  However,  the  figures  given  show  that 
since  attachment,  though  the  character  of  the  midwives’  work  has  changed  considerably,  with  fewer  home 
deliveries,  they  still  have  a  great  deal  to  contribute  in  co-operation  with  the  general  practitioners  to  the 
ante-natal  care  of  the  patients.  This  is  of  primary  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  mother  and  baby,  both 
during  and  after 'delivery  and  is  surely  the  basis  on  which  the  health  of  the  nation  is  built  and  is  of  equal,  if 
not  more  importance,  than  the  actual  delivery. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere,  I  am  certain  mat  the  midwives  have  benefitted  from  and  enjoyed  the  co¬ 
operation  we  have  had  with  the  hospital  service  in  this  area  and,  as  listed  above,  the  character  of  their  work 
has  changed  considerably  since  they  have  been  permitted  to  carry  out  deliveries  in  the  Maternity  Unit  in 
co-operation  with  the  general  practitioners.  I  feel  that  the  midwifery  service  can  be  seen  to  be  effectively 
unified  and  I  am  sure  that  the  staff  and  patients  benefit  thereby. 

In  regard  to  the  survey  of  the  domiciliary  nursing  services,  twelve  full-time  and  two  part-time  nursing 
sisters  took  part  in  the  survey.  Details  of  visits  are  as  follows,  during  the  week  concerned. 

Type  of  patient:  Elderly  442  visits 

Adults  204  visits 

School  child  1 5  visits 

15 -18  year  old  14  visits 

Length:  675  visits  were  paid.  The  greater  number,  351,  lasted  between  fifteen  and  thirty  minutes.  Almost 
equal  numbers  lasted  less  than  fifteen  minutes  or  between  thirty  minutes  and  one  hour.  Twelve  visits  lasted 
over  one  hour. 


Type: 

Treatment: 

Acute  medical 

79 

Injection 

217 

Chronic  medical 

404 

Supervision  of  drugs  taken  orally  42 

Acute  surgical 

105 

Dressings 

254 

Chronic  surgical 

96 

General  nursing  attention 

119 

Gynaecological 

17 

Bathing 

29 

Mental  illness 

8 

Collection  of  specimens 

14 

Other 

20 

Advice  on  equipment 

12 

Others 

107 

3 


There  were  53  meetings  held  with  General  Practitioners  The  district  nursing  sisters  did  not  attend  any 
clinics  or  surgery  sessions 

As  expected,  the  greater  part  of  the  idstrict  nursing  service  is  used  in  caring  for  the  elderly,  chronic 
sick  But  this  is  not  now  the  major  role  of  the  service,  as  it  was  recently  From  the  survey  it  can  be  seen  that 
since  attachment  more  visits  are  paid  to  other  age  groups  and  to  patients  suffering  from  acute  illnesses  It  is 
hoped  that  this  will  continue,  thereby  using  more  fully  the  professional  skills  of  the  State  Registered  Nurses 
Many  of  the  procedures  at  present  carried  out  by  trained  staff  could  be  delegated  to  less  qualified  people 
supervised  by  the  State  Registered  Nurses 

These  numbers  quoted  above  do  not  include  the  patients  attended  to  by  Nursing  Assistants  under  the 
guidance  of  the  trained  staff  The  Nursing  Assistants  are  at  present  working  approximately  80  hours  each 
week  and  are  invaluable 

The  results  of  the  survey  are  as  a  whole  both  useful  and  interesting  and  have  justified  the  work  involved 
It  was  noticeable  that  in  an  average  working  week  the'  theme  running  through  the  reports  .of  all  three  services 
was  the  amount  of  time  “wasted”  in  travelling  and  on  the  telephone. 

Except  in  midwifery,  the  variety  of  visits  paid  was  almost  endless  Visits  in  both  health  visiting  and 
nursing  to  age  groups  other  than  the  under-fives  and  the  elderly  are  increasing 

The  survey  was  discussed  with  the  staff,  most  of  whom  agreed  that  it  was  a  nuisance  at  the  time  but  that 
it  was  valuable  in  making  them  look  at  their  job  “from  the  outside”  They  found  that  many  “short”  visits 
took  much  longer  than  they  would  have  expected  and  that  a  fair  amount  of  their  work,  especially  clerical 
and  telephoning,  was  done  in  what' they  had  considered  to  be  off-duty  time 

Virginia  Henderson  states  in  “The  Nature  of  Nursing”  -  “If  the  ultimate  goal  of  nursing  is  the  person’s 
independence  and  prevention  of  lapses  into  dependence,  nursing  must  have  continuity”  This  appears  to 
be  achieved  to  a  great  extent  by  teams  of  nursing  staff,  comprised  of  all  three  services,  working  in  close 
co-operation  with  the  general  practitioner  service. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  similar  system  of  local  co-operation  involving  general  practitioner,  local  authority, 
hospital  and  the  social  services,  will  be  implemented  in  the  not  too  distant  future  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of 
this  community  and  all  those  having  care  of  it 

The  work  which  has  to  be  undertaken  by  the  health  inspectorate  seems  to  increase  from  year  to  year  and 
1970  has  been  no  exception 

Frequent  changes  of  staff  seem  to  be  inevitable  in  local  Government  and  1970  was  no  exception  as  far 
as  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  was  concerned  The  delays  occasioned  in  finding  suitable  replacements 
must  reflect  in  the  efficiency  of  the  department  and  during  the  holiday  season  the  Inspectorate  is  in  some 
difficulty  to  cope  with  the  number  of  demands  made  upon  it  Every  opportunity  was  taken  to  keep  the 
technical  staff  conversant  with  developments  in  the  field  of  Environmental  Health  and  during  the  year  they 
participated  in  weekend  schools,  conferences  and  various  courses  connected  with  the  work  of  the  department. 
Reference  to  the  section  headed  “Environmental  Health”  in  the  Report  will  indicate  the  extent  of  a  good 
deal  of  the  routine  work  carried  on  within  the  department  A  fact  worthy  of  special  mention  is  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  properties  now  supplied  by  well  water  within  the  Borough  and  it  seems  a  pity  that  pure 
econmics  is  the  governing  factor  in  the  failure  to  replace  these  sources  of  supply  with  mains  water  The 
scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  the  Town  Drainage  System  is  continuing  and  whilst  the  year  was  not 
without  incident  from  a  point  of  view  of  flooding  after  heavy  rain  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  frequency  of  such 
incidents  will  decrease  until  the  problem  is  finally  eliminated 

1970  was  a  year  of  clearing  up  and  consolidation  in  relation  to  the  Housing  work  in  the  department  There 
is  now  no  major  problem  in  connection  with  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  in  the  Town  as  the  emphasis  has  been 
on  this  aspect  for  some  years  past  The  1964  Housing  Act  saw  the  department  active  in  the  improvement  of 
suitable  houses  and  during  the  year  opportunity  was  taken  to  secure  the  completion  of  as  much  work  as 
possible  on  outstanding  Notices  served  under  its  provisions  Whilst  the  administrative  precedure  was  cumbersome 
there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  a  good  many  streets  in  the  Town  in  which  the  improvement  effected  by  this 
legislation  can  readily  be  seen  The  majority  of  the  provisions  of  the  1964  Act  have  now  been  repealed  by  the 
1969  Act  but  there  will  be  no  lessening  in  the  amount  of  administrative  work  necessary  to  put  into  effect  this 
later  piece  of  legislation  Applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under  the  new  provisions  have  begun  to 
flow,  with  the  Public  Health  Inspector  acting  in  his  customary  roll  of  arbiter  between  land  lord  and  tenant  as 
to  the  degree  of  repair  necessary  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  During  the  year  the  provisions  of 
the  1969  Housing  Act  were  explored  in  relation  to  General  Improvement  Areas  These  present  a  new  concept 
in  the  improvement  of  houses  insofar  as  the  environment  is  included  in  the  terms  of  such  improvement  The 
Council  have  agreed  to  consider  in  principle  the  introduction  of  general  improvement  areas  where  appropriate 
in  the  Borough  and  a  pilot  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  a  small  working  party  set  up  for  the  purpose  It  has 
been  necessary  during  the  year  to  continue  the  strict  supervision  of  houses  in  multi-occupation  and  a 
considerable  number  of  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  This  class  of  property  is  subject  to  continuous 
changes  of  occupiers  and  with  the  possibility  of  a  deterioration  in  standards,  it  is  necessary  for  Health 
Inspectors  to  keep  these  premises  under  continuous  supervision  to  ensure  that  the  Council’s  standards  are 
complied  with  and  that  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  remain  satisfactory 


The  supervision  of  Food  Premises  and  the  efficient  control  of  food  supplies  forms  a  major  portion  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  duties.  In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  Inspectors  seek  to  ensure  that 
high  standards  of  food  hygiene  are  applied  to  all  premises  in  which  food  is  handled  and  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  strictly  adhered  to.  With  a  view  to  assisting  food  handlers  to  appreciate 
their  responsibilities  a  folder  was  prepared  during  the  year  and  distributed  to  all  food  premises.  The  folder 
contained  a  variety  of  information  relating  to  Food  Hygiene,  the  handling  of  certain  types  of  foodstuffs,  and 
information  relating  to  licensing,  Shops  Act  and  certain  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act.  This  folder  was  the  subject  of  much  appreciative  comment  by  the  trade  and  it  is  hoped  to  be 
able  to  keep  in  touch  with  shopkeepers  in  the  town  by  the  periodic  issue  of  information  of  this  kind. 

1 1  is  a  matter  of  some  regret  that  the  steady  flow  of  consumer  complaints  continues  to  be  received  at  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  year  1970  brought  the  usual  crop  of  complaints  ranging  from  mouldy 
foods  to  foodstuffs  containing  extraneous  material  Such  complaints  are  listed  in  the  body  of  the  Report  and 
it  is  worthy  of  comment  that  every  such  complaint  received  in  the  office  is  fully  investigated  with  a  view 
to  eliminating  any  possibility  of  a  repetition  Each  complaint  is  reported  to  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee  who  institute  proceedings  in  cases  where  they  deem  it  appropriate.  Undoubtedly  one  problem 
arising  in  connection  with  foodstuffs  involves  failure  to  rotate  stock  This  can  arise  in  warehouses  as  well 
as  in  retail  shops  and  it  is  felt  that  more  emphasis  must  be  placed  upon  an  appreciation  of  shelf  life  of 
certain  commodities  All  persons  involved  in  the  handling  of  food  must  be  conversant  with  the  necessity  to 
properly  rotate  stocks  of  commodities  which  are  the  subject  of  a  restricted  shelf  life.  The  coding  of 
foodstuffs  is  of  some  assistance  but  with  the  speed  of  service  in  the  modern  shop  and  the  variety  of  such 
codings  in  force  there  is  some  difficulty  in  shopkeepers  making  the  fullest  use  of  such  codes.  Indeed  in  a 
number  of  instances  the  meaning  of  the  codes  are  unknown  to  shopkeepers  Wherever  possible  shopkeepers 
are  encouraged  to  install  coding  systems  of  their  own  so  that  they  can  keep  a  check  on  the  arrival  and 
subsequent  sale  of  shortlife  commodities  from  their  shops.  The  whole  question  of  coding  foodstuffs  is  a 
very  difficult  problem  indeed  and  is  at  present  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee. 

What  is  now  looked  upon  as  routine  work  within  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  in  the  control  of 
atmospheric  pollution  continued  during  1970  by  the  introduction  of  further  smoke  control  areas  and  by 
exercising  control  of  other  sources  of  pollution  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

The  extent  of  the  procedure  involved  in  the  introduction  of  smoke  control  areas  is  not  fully  appreciated 
by  many  people  and  the  negotiation  of  grants  in  smoke  control  areas  needs  a  good  deal  of  patience,  tact  and 
technical  knowledge.  Some  anxiety  arose  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  supplies  of  solid  smokeless 
fuels  in  smoke  control  areas  during  the  winter  1970/1.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  advances  at  present  being 
made  in  the  Gas  Industry  left  a  number  of  problems  in  relation  to  the  production  of  solid  smokeless  fuel 
for  smoke  control  areas  but  there  are  many  solid  fuels  on  the  market  other  than  gas  coke  and  the  producers 
of  such  fuels  are  involved  in  expansion  programmes  which  should  ultimately  eliminate  the  possibility  of 
any  shortages. 

The  supervision  of  places  of  employment  forms  a  fair  proportion  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  and  involves  the  administration  of  certain  provisions  of  the  Factories  Acts  and  the  Offices, 

Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  Routine  work  under  .the  Factories  Acts  has  long  since  been  absorbed  in 
the  day  to  day  work  of  Health  Departments  but  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  which  is  often 
described  as  the  Factories  Act  of  the  Office  and  Shop  Worker,  is  a  comparatively  new  piece  of  legislation  and 
the  work  involved  continues  to  expand.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  main  body  of  the  Report  continuous  routine 
inspection  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Act,  During  the  year  418  infringements 
were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action.  There  is  no  substitute  for  an  active  Public  Health  Inspector 
working  on  his  district  to  ensure  that  premises  are  registered  as  is  necessary  and  that  employers  are 
conversant  with  their  responsibilities  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  particular,  attention  must  be  paid 
to  premises  in  which  classified  dangerous  machines  are  used  and  also  to  premises  in  which  the  Hoists  and 
Lifts  Regulations  apply.  Employers  must  also  be  mindful  of  their  responsibilities  to  notify  accidents  to  the 
Local  Authority  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Act. 

The  pest  control  service  continued  to  be  in  heavy  demand  and  whilst  the  majority  of  the  activities  of  the 
operators  were  confined  to  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  and  domestic  insects  their  services  in  the 
destruction  of  wasps  nest  were  in  urgent  demand  during  the  summer  when  238  such  nests  were  dealt  with. 
Another  problem  which  seems  to  be  arising  in  the  sphere  of  pest  control  is  that  caused  by  the  intrusion  of 
foxes  into  urban  areas.  The  Council  do  not  at  the  present  time  provide  a  service  for  the  control  of  foxes  as 
it  is  felt  that  this  matter  is  one  for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  At  the  turn  of  the  year, 
however,  discussions  were  in  progress  with  the  Ministry  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  offer 
residents  a  service  in  connection  with  this  type  of  pest.  During  1970  the  Park  was  again  sprayed  in  certain 
areas  representing  about  1  / 2 5 th  of  the  total  acreage.  The  spraying  was  designed  to  control  mosquitoes  and 
some  other  biting  insects  and  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  1967  report  of  Doctor  Service. 

Reference  to  Section  I  of  the  Report  will  indicate  the  variety  of  miscellaneous  duties  which  fall  to  the 
Inspectorate  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  Dbring  the  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  draw  attention  on 
a  number  of  occasions  to  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  which  regulates  amongst  other  things  hours  of 
closing,  half  day  holidays  and  Sunday  trading.  There  is  considerable  pressure  in  certain  areas  to  amend 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  to  give  the  trades  people  a  much  freer  hand  in  these  matters. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  are  not  popular  among  some  of  the  trades  people 
but  whilst  they  remain  in  force  it  is  a  responsibility  of  the  local  authority  to  see  that  the  provisions  are 
complied  with  Ill  feeling  is  often  fostered  when  shopkeepers  who  are  not  allowed  to  open  their  premises 
at  certain  times  find  that  other  shops  are  illegally  selling  goods  of  a  class  which  they  themselves  are 
prohibited  to  sell  There  are  a  number  of  anomalies  in  the  Shops  Act  but  commonsense  generally  prevails 
when  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  traders  concerned  and  it  has  not  been 
necessary  during  the  year  to  instigate  proceedings  against  any  persons 

During  the  year  opportunity  was  taken  to  give  talks  on  the  work  of  the  Inspectorate  to  Local 
Organisations  and  Groups  In  the  light  of  the  work  outlined  in  this  Annual  Report  it  is  not  surprising  to 
find  many  members  of  the  public  are  illinformed  as  to  the  services  available  If  full  advantage  is  to  be 
taken  of  these  services  it  is  essential  that  every  opportunity  be  taken  to  publicise  them 

Once  again  I  have  much  pleasure  in  thanking  all  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  work  they  have  done  on  behalf  of  the  Health  &  Welfare  Committee  and  Borough  Council  in  such 
an  efficient  way 

I  would  particularly  like  to  thank  Miss  McCaffery,  Borough  Nursing  Officer,  Mr  Mitchell,  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  Mr  Nicholls,  Chief  Administrative  Assistant,  for  their  help  and  kindness  to 
me  during  the  year  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee,  the  School  Management  Sub-Committee  and  members  of  the  Council  for  the  support  and 
encouragement  which  they  have  afforded  me  during  the  year  under  review  I  have  received  all  the  help 
and  assistance  that  I  could  wish 
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STAFF  OF  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT,  1970 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School 

Medical  Officer 

J.R.  PRESTON,  B. Sc. ,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.P.  (Glas.), 

D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer 

Vacant 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  and 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers 

O.N.  RASTOGI,  M.B.B.S.,  T.D.D. 

M.E.  ROBERTSON,  M.B.  Ch.B.,  D.Obst.  R.C.  O.G. 

(Commenced  1.7.70) 

Part-time  Medical  Officers 

L. P.  JAMES  P.  BASS 

M. H.  MORGAN  J.B.  TYLER 

E.  BAGNALL  C.  BURTON 

N. E.  FARROW  K.  KANTA  (left  Oct.  70). 

Senior  School  Dental  Officer 

N.G.  EVANS,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Officer  -  Full  Time 

Mrs.  C.M.  HARTOPP,  B.D.S.  (left  31 . 8.  70) 

Dental  Officers  -  Part  Time 

W.  DOUGLAS,  L.D.S.  (Anaesthetist). 

B.E.  TEALL,  L.D.S. 

A.H.  BOSWORTH,  L.D.S. 

Mrs.  V.P.  CRABB,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

J.J.  CRABB,  B.D.S. ,  D.  Orth. 

Mrs.  B.  BRITTON.  B.D.S. 

Ophthalmic  Specialists  -  Part  Time 

E.J.  McCABE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O. 

C.H.  LONGMORE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.O.M.S. 

Public  Analyst 

R.K.  CHALMERS,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

H.T.  MITCHELL,  a,b,candd,  M.I.P.H.E. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

A.  MERCER,  a,b  and  c.  (left  31 . 3 . 70) 

S.J.  MAYO  a,  and  b  (commenced  1 . 4.  70) 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

H.  MEREDITH,  a  and  b 

S.J.  MAYO,  a  and  b  (Deputy  CPHI  from  1.4.  70) 

R.C.  DRAKE  a  and  b 

P.  HICKMAN,  a,  b  and  c 

D.S.  BALL,  a  and  b 

R.S .  SPURRIER  a  and  b  (left  19.6.70) 

A.W.  JOHNSON  a,  b  and  c  (commenced  14.9.70) 

Technical  Assistant,  part-time 

Mrs.  K.J.  BUTLER 

Borough  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  M.McCAFFERY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Q.I.D.N 

Deputy  Borough  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  A.  SALVAGE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 

Mrs.  M.  HORROCKS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  V.F.  THIRKILL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  I.  SHOTTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  Q.I.D.N. 
Miss  B.M.  HARRIS,  S.R.N.,  Pt.  1  Mid.  Cert.,  H.V.  Cert. 
Mrs.  J.A.  JONES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert 

Miss  A. M.  EAST,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  Q.I.D.N. 

Miss  D.M.  BROOKES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

a.  Statutory  certificate  of  a  Public  Health  Inspector. 

b.  Meat  and  other  Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

c.  Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 

d.  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 


Health  Visitors  -  contd. 


Part-time  Health  Visitor 
Part-time  Clinic  Nurses 


Midwives 


Part-time  Midwives 


District  Nurses 


Part-time  District  Nurses 


Part-time  Nursing  Assistants 


Mrs.  I.M.  CARTER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss,  F.E.M.  FLYNN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  S.C.M.  COLLINS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  PTS.  1  &  2  H.V.  Cert 
Mrs.  M.M.  HICKSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Pts  1  &  2  H.V.  Cert. 
Mrs.  W.L.  STANLEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M  (l)H.V.  Cert.  (Ieft28. 2.  70) 
Miss  B.I.  HYDE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (1&2)  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  M.  C.  ASTBURY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (1&2)H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  F.  IRVING,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. (1)  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  D.M.  THOMAS,  S.R.N.,  S.CW(1)H.V.  Cert.  (Commenced 

15.5.70) 

Mrs.  J.  DRESSLER,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  H.D.  BOTTELEY,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  B.M.  FARMER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  J. A .  HUMPAGE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M(l) 

Mrs.  J.  PEDLAR,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.Pt.l. 

Mrs.  P.W.  GIBBONS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

Mrs.  E.M.  BRETT,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

*  Miss  J.  METHVEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  M.M. B.  FERRIDAY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs.  M.  CHEETHAM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M  (1&2) 

Miss  B.M.  WESTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  E.  JONES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (1&2) 

Mrs.  P.W.  GIBBONS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M 
Mrs.  M.M.  TANSEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  E.A.  EDEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  K.M.  JONES,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs .  L.M.  REDDY,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs.  S . A .  SHELLEY,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs.  B.  CHALLENOR,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mis.  A.F.  COUSTON,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs.  M.M.  TANSEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  C.  CLAFFEY  S.R.N.  previously  (Mrs.  C.  RIGHTON) 

Mrs.  J.M,  ATKINSON,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs.  M.  BRADBURY,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  M.  COLVER,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  S.F.  WHATSON,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Mrs.  J. A .  DAVIES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. (1&2) 

Mrs.  E.  BANKS,  S.R.N. 

Mis.  C.  RIGHTON,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  C. A .  WHEELER,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  S.  STRACHAN,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  F.M.  BRIANT 

Mrs.  H.  JOYCE  (left  7.8.70) 

Mrs.  D.K.  RUSSELL 

Mrs.  D.E.  WILLIS  (left  27.8.70) 

Mrs.  A.M.D.  RICKETTS  (commenced  7.9.70) 

Mrs.  E.  JEALOUS  (Commenced  7.9.70) 


*  Teaching  Midwives 


Chief  Administrative  Assistant 


G.W.T.  NICHOLLS 
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Senior  Administrative  Assistant 
Senior  Clerks 


Cle  rks 


Shorthand  Typists 


Home  Help  Organiser 


R. M.  HALL 

Mrs.  A.B.  FROHLICH 

S.  BROWN 

Mrs.  N.  NEVILL 

Mrs.  A.  GORDON 

Mrs.  V.  PETERS 

Mrs.  G.M.  WEST  (left  5.6.70) 

Mrs.  I.L.  MAUGHAN  (commenced  1.6.70) 

Mrs.  A.  KIRBY 

Miss  P.M.  HUGHES 

Miss  S.  PENNY 

Miss  P.M.  FERGUSON 

Miss  L.E.M.  CARTER  (left  8.9.70) 

Miss  J.E,  FIELD  (commenced  9.9.70) 

Miss  V.A.  STOCKS 

Mrs.  J.M.  UPTON  (left  13.2.70) 

Mrs.  N.B,  TOTNTON  (commenced  17.8.70) 

Miss  Y.G.  WHITE 
Mrs.  J.W.  TURNER 

Mrs.  M.A.  CLARK  (commenced  16. 2. 70  -  left  21 . 7.  70) 
Mrs.  N.W,  GRUNDON 


Senior  Mental  Health  and  Welfare  Officer  M.  O'DONNELL,  R.M.N.,  S.R.N. 


Welfare/Mental  Welfare  Officer 

Mental  Welfare  Officer 

Temporary  Adult  Training  Centre 
Supervisor 

Assistant  Supervisor 

Junior  Training  Centre  Supervisor 

Senior  Assistant  Supervisor 

Assistant  Supervisors 


Social  Welfare  Officer  for  the  Blind 
Physiotherapist  -  Part-time 
Occupational  Therapist 
Speech  Therapists  ~  Part-time 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors 
Rodent  Operatives 

Storekeeper 

Drivers 

Dental  Surgery  Assistants  (Whole  time) 
Dental  Surgery  Assistants  (Part-time) 


G.  FITZPATRICK,  R.M.  N.  (Mental  Welfare  Officer  from  1.7.70) 
D.C.  MANGNALL,  R.M.N,  (left  30. 6.  70) 


Mrs.  V.A.  POCKETT,  Dip.  N.A.M.H. 

Mrs.  E»  DALLEY 

Mrs.  M.G.  SPICER,  Dip.  N.A.  M.H.,  Dip.  T.C.T.M.H. 

Mrs.  E.M.  SCHOLZ,  Dec.  T.C.T.M.H. 

Mrs.  I.S.  KIMBLEY 

J.T.  MELLOR,  Dip.  T.C.T.M.H. 

Mrs.  D.J.  ROBINSON 
Miss  G.E.  SPRY 
Miss  W.J.  ESTES 

Mrs.  J.JENKS  (Commenced  1.2.70) 

Mrs.  P. A .  GILBERT 

Mrs.  C.M.  WILLIAMS 

Mrs.  H.  W INTERMAN 

Mrs.  K.M.  SENIOR 
Mrs.  M.  RUDIN 

P.E.  BRIGGS 

F.  TROTT 
M.  GRAFTON 

D.W.  GLOSTER 

A.  BAKER  W.  BARLOW 

Mrs.  G.H.  CHAMBERS  Mrs.  J.S.  DAVIES 

Miss  A.  SNOWDEN  Miss  J.  WOOLLEY 

Mrs.  P.  TAYLOR  Mrs.  S.  TAYLOR 

Mrs.  M.A.  HASELL  (left  31.11.69) 

Mrs.  J.  SHELLAM  (commenced  1.1.70) 


Section  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  AREA 


General  Statistics 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  1970 
Causes  of  and  ages  at  Death 
Vital  Statistics  1861  —  1970 
Comments  on  Vital  Statistics 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough 

•  • 

«  • 

•  • 

Approx.  13,691  acres 

Population  -  Census, 

1931 

•  • 

•  0 

29,928 

Census, 

1951 

•  c 

•  0 

47,590 

Census, 

1961 

0  0 

.  0 

72, 143 

As  estimated  by  Registrar-General  mid-year  1970  82,010 


Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  for  the  past  10  years: 


End  of  1961  ..  ..  23,462 

"  of  1962  ..  . .  23,741 

"  of  1963  . .  .  .  24, 111 

"  of  1964  ..  ..  24,710 

"  of  1965  . .  .  .  25,087 

"  of  1966  ..  ..  25,400 

"  of  1967  ..  ..  26,765 

"  of  1968  . .  . .  27,205 

"  of  1969  ..  . .  27,594 

"  of  1970  ..  .  .  28,035 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April  1970  .  .  .  .  £3,  993,  956 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


•  « 


£16,  750 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


Males 

Females 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

547 

583 

1130 

Illegitimate 

24 

19 

43 

Total 

571 

602 

1173 

STILLBIRTHS 

Legitimate  . . 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Total 

9 

6 

15 

NEO -NATAL  DEATHS 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

6 

3 

9 

EARLY  NEO -NATAL  DEATHS 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

5 

3 

8 

PERI -NATAL  DEATHS 

Stillbirths 

7 

5 

12 

Deaths  under  1  week 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

6 

13 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS:  Total  Registered  .  . 

367 

363 

730 

DEATHS  FROM  SPECIAL  CAUSES 

Cancer 

90 

74 

164 

Coronary  disease 

92 

80 

172 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  .  •  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1173 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14.3 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3.7 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Rate  per  1, 000  total  live  and  stillbirths  .  .  .  .  .  .  4.2 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS  ..  ..  ..  ..  1178 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Deaths  under  one  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  „  .  .  15 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  12.8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  9.7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  .  93 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1, 000  total  live  births  .  .  .  .  7.  8 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  .  .  .  .  6.8 


PERI -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 


and  stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  .  .  .  .  .  .  NIL 

DEATH  RATE:  Per  1,  000  population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8.9 

DEATH  RATE  SPECIAL  CAUSES  PER  1, 000  POPULATION 

Cancer  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Coronary  disease  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2.1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ASSIGNABLE  TO  THE  BOROUGH  1970 


B  List 
Number 

Cause  ti  tle 

Males 

Females 

Total 

B.  1 

Cholera 

B.2 

Typhoid  fever 

- 

- 

- 

B.3 

Bacillary  dysentery  &  amoebiasis 

- 

- 

- 

B„4 

Enteritis  &  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

B  5 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

B  6  1 

Late  effects  of  respiratory  T.B. 

1 

- 

1 

B  6.2 

Other  tuberculosis 

- 

r 

- 

B  7 

Plague 

- 

- 

- 

B.8 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

B  9 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

B  10 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  and'scarlet  fever  ... 

- 

- 

- 

B  11 

Meningococcal  infection.. 

- 

- 

- 

B.12 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

B.  13 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

B.14 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

B  15 

Typhus  &  other  rickettsioses 

- 

■* 

- 

B.16 

Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

B.17 

Syphilis  &  its  sequelae 

- 

- 

- 

B  18 

All  other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

B  19.1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Buccal  cavity  &  pharynx 

- 

- 

- 

B.19.2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  ... 

4 

3 

7 

B.19.3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

10 

6 

16 

B  19  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

8 

12 

20 

B  19.5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx 

- 

- 

- 

B.19.6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

38 

8 

46 

B  19.7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

20 

20 

B.19.8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

B.19.9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

B.19.10 

Leukaemia 

3 

4 

7 

B  19.11 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  including  neoplasms  of  lymphatic  & 
haematopoietic  tissue 

22 

20 

42 

B20 

Benign  neoplasms  &  neoplasms  of  unspecified  nature  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

B.21 

Diabetes  mellitus 

3 

3 

6 

B.22 

Avitaminoses  &  other  nutritional  deficiency 

- 

- 

- 

B.46.1 

Other  endocrine,  nutritional  &  metabolic  diseases 

2 

- 

2 

B.23 

Anaemias 

- 

1 

1 

B  46.2 

Other  diseases  of  blood  &  blood-forming  organ's 

- 

- 

- 

B  46.3 

Mental  disorders 

- 

1 

1 

B.24 

Meningitis 

- 

1 

1 

B.46.4 

Multiple  sclerosis 

1 

1 

2 

B  25 

Active  rheumatic  fever 

- 

- 

- 

B  26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  ... 

2 

7 

9 

B.27 

Hypertensive  disease 

6 

1 

7 

B.28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

92 

80 

172 

B.29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

13 

23 

36 

B.30 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

35 

78 

113 

B  46.5 

Other  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  &  sense  organs 

- 

7 

7 

B  31 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

B.32 

Pneumonia  ... 

38 

23 

61 

B.33.1 

Bronchitis,  emphysema 

16 

3 

19 

B  33.2 

Asthma 

- 

1 

1 

B  46.6 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

18 

23 

41 

B  34 

Peptic  ulcer  ... 

1 

2 

3 

B  35 

Appendicitis 

- 

1 

1 

B  36 

Intestinal  obstruction  &  hernia 

1 

2 

3 

B.37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

2 

4 

B  46  7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

B  38 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

B  39 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

4 

- 

4 

B  46.8 

Other  diseases  of  degestive  system 

4 

5 

9 

B  40 

Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

B  41 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  &  puerperium 

- 

- 

- 

B  46  9 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

- 

3 

3 

B.46  10 

Diseases  of  the  skin  &  subcutaneous  tissue  ... 

- 

- 

- 

B  46.11 

Diseases  of  the  musculoskeletal  system  &  connective  tissue 

2 

- 

2 

B  42 

Congenital  anomalies 

10 

1 

11 

B  43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  &  other  anoxic  &  hypoxic  conditions 

1 

2 

3 

B.44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

L 

1 

2 

B.45 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

- 

2 

2 

BE. 47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents... 

9 

3 

12 

BE.48 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

BE  49 

Suicide  &  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

2 

5 

BE  50 

All  other  external  causes 

3 

2 

5 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  ...' 

367 

363 

730 

AGES  AT  DEATH  1970 
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B  List 
Number 


B  1 
B  2 
B.3 
B  4 
B  5 
B6  1 
B  6  2 
B  7 
B  8 
B  9 
B  10 
B  11 
B  12 
B  13 
B  14 
B  15 
B  16 
B  17 
B  18 
B  19  1 
B  19  2 
B  19  3 
B  19  4 
B  19  5 
B  19  6 
B  19  7 
B  19  8 
B  19  9 

B  19  10 
B  19  11 
B  20 
B  21 
B  22 
B  46  1 
B  23 
B  46  2 
B  46.3 
B  24 
B  46  4 
B  25 
B  26 
B  27 
B.28 
B  29 
B  30 
B  46.5 
B  31 
B  32 
B  33  1 
B  33  2 
B  46  6 
B  34 
B  35 
B  36 
B  37 
B  46  7 
B  38 
B.39 
B  46  8 
B  40 
B  41 
B46  9 
B  46  10 
B  46  11 
B  42 
B  43 
B  44 
B  45 
BE  47 
BE  48 
BE  49 
BE  50 


Under 


4  weeks 
&  under 
1  year 

14 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

1 

35-44  45-54 

1 

1 

55-64 

i  65 

-74 

1  75 

&  over 

l 

1  Males 

i  Femalesl 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

1 

F 

i  M 

F 

M 

F 

- 

- 

- 

" 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

* 

!  - 

- 

1 

1 

- 

| 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

•  ! 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

-  _  - 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

-  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

4 

3 

4 

- 

4 

3 

2 

3 

10 

6 

1  1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

1 

4 

8 

12  | 

1 

- 

3  1 

14 

2 

15 

1 

5 

4 

38 

8 

- 

7 

- 

2 

- 

5 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2  1 

3 

• 

- 

- 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-  1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

4  ! 

- 

- 

2  - 

-  - 

2 

1 

2  2 

6 

5 

5 

6 

5 

6 

22 

20  I 

- 

- 

-  - 

1  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

” 

“ 

- 

1  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

3 

3 

- 

- 

1  - 

- 

1  - 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

. 

1 

1 

1  1 

. 

. 

-  1 

1 

2 

* 

3 

- 

_ 

2 

7 

- 

- 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

- 

1 

2  - 

- 

- 

2 

• 

2 

. 

6 

1 

1 

1 

10  - 

25 

4 

26 

15 

30 

60 

92 

80 

1  - 

1 

2 

4 

10 

18 

13 

23 

- 

2 

1  2 

5 

2 

8 

14 

21 

58 

35 

78 

2 

4 

’ 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

-  1 

1 

10 

4 

25 

18 

38 

23 

3 

- 

4 

2 

9 

1 

16 

3 

1 

- 

* 

1 

4 

2 

4 

4 

10 

17 

18 

23 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

1 

‘ 

1 

1 

-  1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

. 

4 

2  1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

“ 

3 

4 

5 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

“ 

1  1 

1  - 

1  - 

- 

2  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

"  I 

2 

- 

1  - 

-  1 

2  - 

1  1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

9 

3 

1 

-  1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

5 

4 

2 

- 

-  1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  | 

3 

2 

- 

1  1 

- 

1  - 

-  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

2 

3  3 

3  1 

4  1 

7  1 

5  3 

13 

6 

22  22 

76 

34 

99  68 

129 

221 

367 

_ 

363 

Total 


1 

7 

16 

20 

46 

20 

2 

3 

7 

42 

2 

6 


1 

1 

2 

9 

7 

172 

36 

113 

7 

2 

61 

19 

1 

41 

3 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
4 
9 


2 

11 

3 

2 

2 

12 

9 

5 

5 


TOTALS  j  6 


730 


16 


VITAL  STATISTICS  -  SUTTON  COLDFIELD  -  1861  to  1970 


Year 

Population 

Infant  _j_ 
Mortality* 

Birth 

Rate  + 

Death 

Rate  + 

1861 

#  • 

•  • 

*  4,662 

1871 

•  • 

•  • 

*  5,938 

1881 

•  • 

•  • 

*  7,737 

1891 

•  • 

*  8,686 

1892 

*  * 

8,950 

131 

21.22 

13.40 

1893 

•  • 

9,  100 

131 

24.28 

15. 71 

1894 

‘  • 

10,  000 

90 

20.00 

11.50 

1895 

10,  500 

114 

19.90 

11.04 

1896 

•  • 

•  • 

10,  800 

123 

19.53 

13.50 

1897 

‘  • 

•  • 

11,641 

103 

19.15 

11.59 

1898 

•  * 

12,619 

91 

17.35 

11.64 

1899 

•  • 

13,  800 

96 

22.46 

12.18 

1900 

•  « 

14,517 

93 

22.18 

11.57 

1901 

•  # 

*  14,264 

97 

23.61 

11.87 

1902 

<  • 

15,635 

103 

24.02 

11.79 

1903 

*  t 

16,619 

101 

21.90 

11.97 

1904 

17,521 

136 

20.54 

10.44 

1905 

‘  • 

*  • 

18,491 

73 

19.90 

9.19 

1906 

19,347 

90 

20.62 

9.71 

1907 

20,391 

65 

19.  71 

8.97 

1908 

•  • 

•  • 

20,  952 

95 

17.74 

9.50 

1909 

•  4 

21,325 

101 

17.06 

9.61 

1910 

•  • 

4  • 

21,  780 

104 

18.41 

9.91 

1911 

•  • 

•  • 

*  20,132 

105 

19.37 

10.53 

1912 

•  • 

•  4 

20, 600 

52 

16.87 

8.54 

1913 

•  • 

20,919 

71 

19.41 

10.97 

1914 

•  • 

21,437 

53 

18.24 

9.98 

1915 

•  4 

22,513 

76 

13.85 

10.61 

1916 

•  • 

4  4 

22,513 

58 

16.24 

10.76 

1917 

4  • 

•  4 

21,475 

61 

15.22 

12.87 

1918 

*  • 

20,  685 

68 

15. 74 

12.95 

1919 

•  4 

20, 853 

47 

15.74 

11.56 

1920 

•  • 

•  4 

21,684 

31.2 

20.6 

9.3 

1921 

•  • 

4  4 

*  23,028 

58.9 

17.07 

10.02 

1922 

•  • 

23, 100 

56.55 

16.83 

10.83 

1923 

•  • 

•  4 

23, 210 

79.54 

15.16 

9.43 

1924 

•  • 

•  4 

23,570 

55.21 

13.83 

9.  75 

1925 

•  • 

•  4 

23, 800 

37.46 

14.57 

9.49 

1926 

•  • 

24, 850 

51.61 

12.47 

10.78 

1927 

•  • 

•  4 

25,540 

67.56 

14.48 

11.19 

1928 

•  • 

•  4 

26,  720 

30.58 

12.23 

10.36 

1929 

•  • 

•  4 

27,  450 

43.47 

10.89 

13.29 

1930 

•  • 

4  4 

27,  450 

53.25 

12.31 

10.20 

+ 


*  Census 


+  Per  1, 000  of  population 


+  Per  1, 000  births 


VITAL  STATISTICS  SUTTON  COLDFIELD  -  1861  to  1970  contd. 
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Year  1 

~ - - - r 

Population 

Infant 

Mortality  4 

Birth 

Rate  + 

Death 

Rate  -1- 

1931 

*  29,928 

48.0 

12.66 

11.01 

1932 

30,  310 

38.46 

12.01 

10.06 

1933 

31, 230 

28.  75 

10.02 

9 .86 

1934  . .  . . 

32,  070 

28.25 

11.04 

10.25 

1935 

33, 110 

40.  72 

13.34 

9.69 

1936 

33, 830 

34.01 

13.04 

10.91 

1937 

35.050 

46. 15 

12.98 

11.50 

1938 

36,350 

47.62 

15.02 

9.46 

1939 

38,  260 

28.  78 

14.45 

9.  71 

1940 

40,630 

34.25 

14.30 

11.96 

1941 

42,060 

48.21 

13.24 

11.17 

1942 

42, 300 

40.  79 

15.65 

10.50 

1943 

41,610 

37.3 

16.13 

10.98 

1944 

42,440 

28.81 

19.63 

11.26 

1945 

42,420 

35. 14 

16.10 

9.71 

1946 

44,460 

31.75 

17.00 

11.25 

1947 

45, 280 

26.00 

18.93 

11.08 

1948 

46, 190 

25.6 

16.09 

9.6 

1949 

46,580 

21.4 

14.04 

11.1 

1950 

47,440 

13.8 

13.8 

10.9 

1951 

*  47.590 

15.4 

13.6 

11.9 

1952 

48,  180 

21.91 

13.3 

10.5 

1953 

48,670 

13.1 

15.72 

9.57 

1954 

49,  780 

15.5 

14.2 

9.6 

1955 

50,  630 

19.  7 

16 

10.4 

1956 

52,510 

15.5 

17.2 

10.2 

1957 

55,950 

24.8 

17.93 

8.85 

1958 

58,670 

18.3 

19.60 

9.03 

1959 

61,980 

15.4 

19.88 

10.31 

1960 

64,  760 

11.7 

21.14 

8.40 

1961 

*  72, 143 

16.85 

20.41 

8.42 

1962 

75, 220 

10.1 

19.74 

8.33 

1963 

76,570 

12.87 

19.3 

8.41 

1964 

77,  980 

10.8 

18.9 

7.7 

1965 

79,  210 

11.04 

18.3 

7.5 

1966 

80,  440 

19.4 

17.3 

8.1 

1967 

81,630 

11.2 

16.4 

8.2 

1968 

82, 040 

IS. 04 

17.01 

8.7 

1969 

82, 220 

9.8 

14.91 

8.7 

1970 

82,010 

12.8 

14.3 

■U  - - .  .  -  — - — =■ 

8.9 

*  Census  +  Per  1,000  of  population  +  Per  1,000  births 


COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  latest  published  figure  for  the  estimated  population  is  82,010.  Once  again  the  rate  of  growth 
of  the  Borough  has  shown  no  great  alteration.  Whilst  the  population  estimated  figure  has  usually  lagged 
behind  the  actual,  it  will  take  some  years  of  steady  growth  before  the  population  reaches  the  magic  100,000 

Birth  Rate 

The  birth  rate  has  dropped  slightly  this  year  from  14.91  last  year  to  14.3  now.  Taking  the  Registrar 
General's  area  comparability  factor  (0.  89)  this  gives  Sutton  Coldfield  a  rate  of  12.7  which  is  still  below  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  of  16.0 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate 

This  year  the  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  3.  7%  of  total  live  births  as  compared  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  of  8% 

Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  8.9  an  increase  of  .  2  on  last  year's  figure.  The  area  comparability  factor 
of  1.24  gives  a  rate  of  11,  a  figure  which  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.7. 

Infant  Mortality 

I  have  to  report  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  increased  from  9.8  last  year  to  12.8  this  year.  This 
compares  most  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  18. 

Maternal  Mortality 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  this  year. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
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Public  Health  Laboratory  (Birmingham) 

Once  again  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  services  given  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Birmingham,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Hutchison,  has  been  of  the 
greatest  value.  From  time  to  time  we  have  occasion  to  call  upon  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  Hutchison  and  his  staff  and  the  Public  Health  Department  has  always  found  their  advice 
and  co-operation  given  willingly,  and  of  great  help. 


There  were  four  residential  Nursing  Homes  registered  with  Warwickshire  County 
Council  which  provided  accommodation  for  113  patients  as  listed  below.  Registration  of  Nursing 
Homes  is  not  one  of  the  sections  delegated  to  the  Borough  Council  by  the  County  Council. 


Nursing  Home  No.  of  Beds. 

"Hartopp  Court"  .  .  .  31 

"Roxton"  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

"Sutton  Coldfield"  .  30 

The  Warwickshire  Cheshire  Home  .  .  24 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

This  year  there  were  no  burials  required  under  this  Act. 

National  Assistance  Amendment  Act.  1951. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  need  to  invoke  powers  under  this  act  for  the  compulsive 
removal  of  elderly  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  1970 


(CORRECTED) 


Diseases 

1st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

3 

2 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

8 

3 

11 

Measles 

18 

117 

255 

43 

433 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Acute  Meningitis 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

T.B.  Respiratory 

1 

2 

1 

- 

4 

Infective  Jaundice 

6 

7 

1 

3 

17 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

2 

3 

- 

5 

Acute  Encephalitis 

“ 

1 

1 

27 

131 

275 

54 

487 

20 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1970 


AGE  GROUP 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Under  1  yr 

1  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2-4  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-14  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-19  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-24  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-34  " 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-44  » 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-54  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-64  " 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65-74  " 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

75  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

New  Cases  for  the  Past  Ten  Years 
GRAPH  NO.  1 
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Total  Number  of  Tuberculosis  Cases  in  Borough  at  31/12/1970 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

190 

139 

329 

Non-Pulm  onary 

16 

25 

1 

1 

rH 

TOTAL 

206 

164 

3  70 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Clinics  and  Centres 


There  are  nine  Welfare  Centres  in  Sutton  Coldfield  as  below; 

49  Holland  Street  Clinic 

*  Mere  Green  Clinic 
Boldmere  Clinic 

*  Minworth  Clinic 
Walmley  Clinic. 

*  Banners  Gate  Clinic 

*  Falcon  Lodge  Clinic 

*  Hill  Clinic 

*  Wylde  Green  Clinic 

*  Purpose  built 

The  services  available  at  the  above  clinics  include  the  following! 

Child  Welfare 
Children's  Exercises 
Speech  Therapy- 
Preparation  for  Motherhood 
Family  Planning 
Dental 

Toddler  Clinic 
Mothers  Clubs 

Child  Welfare/Group  Practice  Centres. 

Statistics 


No.  of  sessions  held  once  per  week  (Child  Welfare  12,  and  Toddlers  1)  .  .  13 

No.  of  sessions  held  once  per  fortnight  (Child  Welfare  1  and  Toddlers  7)  .  .  8 

No.  of  children  aged  under  1  year  who  attended  Centres  for  first  time  .  .  1,111 

Total  No.  of  children  (0-4  years)  who  attended  Centres  during  the  year  .  .  5,448 

Total  attendances  made  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17, 396 

Number  of  children  referred  for  specialist  advice  ..  ..  ..  ..  212 


Whilst  the  attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  Sutton  Coldfield  continue  to  be  reasonably 
high,  nevertheless  there  has  again  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  attending.  This, 
however,  must  be  set  against  the  complete  change  which  has  occurred  in  the  last  few  years  in  the 
pattern  of  health  visiting  and,  indeed,  in  the  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  Much  more  emphasis 
is  now  being  placed  on  the  developmental  paediatrics  and  assessment  work  in  these  Clinics  and,  of  course, 
the  General  Practitioners  with  their  attached  Health  Visitor  staff  are  in  a  position,  and  indeed  do,  carry 
out  some  of  the  work  which  previously  might  have  been  undertaken  in  the  Clinics,  in  their  own  practices 
ot  through  advice  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  practice  premises  or  at  the  patient's  home.  The  policy  which 
is  being  pursued  in  this  area  is  to  encourage  the  General  Practitioner  and  attached  nursing  staff  to  do  as 
much  preventive  child  welfare  work  in  the  group  practice  premises  or  in  the  health  centres  as  possible,  and 
indeed  it  is  hoped  that  in  due  course  much  of  the  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  as  thought  of  in  the 
context  of  the  work  done  in  them  in  the  past  will  be  completely  changed  and  the  real  benefits  of  attachment 
of  nursing  staff,  particularly  Health  Visitors,  will  be  seen  and  appreciated. 
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Proprietary  and  Welfare  Foods 


Assistance  in  the  work  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  given  by  our  voluntary  helpers  is  of  the  utmost 
help  and  without  their  efforts  more  staff  would  have  to  be  employed.  Apart  from  reducing  costs  in  this 
way  these  volunteers,  many  of  whom  have  worked  in  the  Clinics  for  many  years,  give  of  their  time 
unstintingly  and  our  thanks  are  certainly  again  due  to  them. 

The  following  figures  show  the  average  weekly  issue  of  Welfare  foods  during  the  last  five  years: 


National 

Dried  Milk 

Orange  Juice 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin  A  &  D  Tablets 

Average  weekly  issue 

Average  weekly  issue 

Average  weekly  issue 

Average  weekly  issue 

1966 

114 

562 

25 

34 

1967 

73 

610 

22 

33 

1968 

56 

665 

24 

32 

1969 

47 

722 

20 

30 

1970 

31 

715 

18 

30 

Ante -natal  Clinics 

Since  the  organisation  of  the  attachment  schemes  General  Practitioners  are  more  inclined 
to  arrange  their  own  Ante-natal  Clinics  with  the  assistance  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwives.  The 
Maternity  Unit  which  has  now  been  in  operation  for  a  number  of  years  in  Sutton  Coldfield  carries  out 
the  ante -natal  examinations  on  those  who  will  be  confined  in  Hospital.  One  sometimes  wonders  whether, 
if  the  Clinics  at  the  periphery  were  provided  with  the  appropriate  equipment,  it  would  be  possible  for  at 
least  some  of  the  staff  of  the  Hospital  to  carry  out  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ante -natal  work  in  the 
Health  Centres  and  in  other  premises  which  might  be  available.  I  feel  that  this  would  be  of  benefit, 
since  it  is  a  problem  for  some  of  the  expectant  mothers  to  get  to  the  Hospital  in  Sutton  Coldfield,  where 
public  travelling  arrangements  are  not  of  the  most  convenient. 

Preparation  for  Motherhood 

There  are  8  Motherhood  Classes  held  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  there  has  been  as 
increase  in  the  total  number  of  attendances  over  the  year,  namely  from  1, 814  last  year  to  1,924  this  year. 
The  Local  Authority  and  Hospital  services  for  the  preparation  for  Motherhood  are  fully  co-ordinated  and 
the  facilities  are  entirely  adequate  and  readily  available  to  all.  It  is  interesting  that  a  number  of  fathers 
take  the  opportunity  of  attending  these  classes. 

Mothers  Clubs 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  interest  in  Mothers  Clubs  in  Sutton  Coldfield.  There 
are  five  such  clubs,  at  Mere  Green,  49  Holland  Street,  Falcon  Lodge,  Hill  and  Boldmere.  The  Clubs 
provide  a  general  meeting  place  for  mothers  and  serve  a  very  useful  purpose  in  health  education  by  way 
of  talks,  lectures  and  film  shows.  They  also  give  the  mothers  an  opportunity  of  learning  about  the 
various  services  which  the  Health  Department  and  other  departments  of  the  local  authority  and  local 
health  authority  can  provide.  The  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  totalled  3,  891. 

Dental  Treatment  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Pre-school  Children. 


Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  can  receive  treatment  at  three  of  the 
welfare  centres  namely  Boldmere,  Falcon  Lodge  and  Mere  Green,  and  also  at  the  School  Clinic,  9  Holland 
Street.  The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  who  were  treated  during  the  year. 


Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Pre-School  Children 

First 

Inspection 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Offered 

treatment 

Courses  of 

treatment 

completed 

First 

inspection 

Requiring 

treatment 

Offered 

treatment 

Courses  of 

treatment 

completed. 

20 

19 

19 

9 

293 

140 

134 

198 

MATERNITY  ACCOMMODATION 
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Percentage  of  Institutional  Confinements  -  Last  Ten  Years  -  GRAPH  No.  2. 
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Number  of  Institutional  Confinements  -  Last  Ten  Years 
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At  Risk  Register 

The  number  of  children  remaining  on  the  "At  Risk"  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  235 


MIDWIFERY 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Good  Hope  Maternity  Hospital  admitted  a  considerable  number  for 
confinement,  the  number  of  maternity  and  midwifery  visits  decreased  slightly  from  9,661  the  previous  year 
to  9,003  this  year.  This  figure  excludes  2,271  visits  in  connection  with  Pupil  Midwives,  ineffective  and 
other  visits.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  6  full-time  and  2  part-time  Midwives.  Over  the  last 
few  years  there  has  been  a  steady  change  in  the  pattern  of  midwifery  in  Sutton  Coldfield  for  two  reasons: 
Firstly,  the  continued  development  of  the  General  Practitioner  Unit  of  the  Maternity  Unit  in  Good  Hope 
Hospital  and,  secondly,  the  attachment  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwives  in  Sutton  Coldfield  to  that  Unit  and 
also  to  the  General  Practitioners.  In  view  of  this  there  has  been  much  closer  collaboration  between  the 
midwifery  services. 
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I  must  again  thank  the  Hospital  Consultants,  the  General  Practitioners  and  the  Midwives 
for  their  work  in  bringing  this  co-operation  scheme  about  and  for  their  continued  efforts  to  improve  it. 


In  regard  to  the  attachment  of  Midwives  to  General  Practitioners,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  during  the  year  local  authority  Midwives  attended  155  sessions  in  General  Practitioners  Surgeries. 

HEALTH  VISITING 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  15  full-time  and  2  part-time  Health  Visitors  and,  in 
addition,  there  were  also  6  part-time  trained  Nurses  who  assisted  at  Clinics.  The  Health  Visitors  made 
15,  068  visits  during  the  year  as  compared  with  18,  526  the  previous  year.  Health  Visitors'  meetings, 
other  talks,  discussions  and  visits  numbered  1, 824.  Sessions  at  Clinics  amounted  to  2,580  and  1,  794 
ineffective  visits.  During  the  year  Health  Visitors  attended  234  sessions  in  General  Practitioners  surgeries. 

During  the  year  874  Phenylketonuria  tests  were  carried  out  by  Nurses  and  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
all  these  tests  proved  negative.  This  is  a  considerable  decrease  over  the  previous  year  but  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  babies  are  now  bom  in  Hospital  and  have  this  test  before  being  discharged  home. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  review  of  this  service  recently  ,  with  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  use  of  part-time  State 
Enrolled  Nurses,  Bath  Attendants  and  other  lay  attendants,  has  assisted  the  full-time  fully  trained 
District  Nurses  to  carry  out  their  duties  more  effectively. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  12  full-time  and  4  part-time  District  Nurses  and  4  part- 
time  Nursing  Assistants.  The  number  of  general  nursing  visits  carried  out  during  the  year  was  33,574 
as  compared  with  31,498  the  previous  year.  This  figure  excludes  5,  835  ineffective  and  other  visits. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Rubella  Vaccination 

During  the  year  vaccination  against  Rubella  was  offered  to  all  girls  aged  13  years.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  291  girls  of  that  age  had  been  vaccinated. 

Measles  Immunisation 


During  this  year  the  number  of  children  0-15  years  of  age  immunised  was  1,  103.  Last 
year's  figure  was  rather  low  at  672  but  this  was  due  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  vaccine.  This  year 
there  has  been  no  such  difficulties,  hence  the  increase  in  immunisations. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


The  immunisation  level  at  the  end  of  1970  was  83%  of  the  child  population  under  15  years  of 
age.  During  the  year  1357  children  completed  primary  courses  and  1, 887  children  had  reinforcing  doses. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Complete  Courses  of  inoculation  -  Last  Ten  Years  -  GRAPH  No.  4 


Children 
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* 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

3  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  as  against  26  last  year  and  no  deaths  occurred. 
During  the  year,  1341  children  were  immunised  and  79%  of  the  child  population  under  15  years  of  age 
have  now  beet  immunised. 

There  were  594  children  who  had  a  reinforcing  dose  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

Number  and  percentages  of  Children  Inoculated  -  Last  Ten  Years  -  GRAPH  No.  5 
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Tetanus  Immunisation 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  children  aged  0-15  years  who  completed  a  full  course 
of  primary  immunisation  was  1419  and  the  number  of  children  given  reinforcing  injections  amounted 
to  1905. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  undermentioned  figures  the  majority  of  doses  given  during  the 
year  were  of  the  oral  type  vaccine. 


0-15  Yrs. 

Oral  Vaccine 

Injection  Type 

Vaccine 

PRIMARY 

1767 

NIL 

BOOSTER 

1315 

NIL 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  (contact  scheme! 

During  the  year  70  children  0-15  years  of  age  received  B.C.G.  vaccination.  In  addition 
9  young  adults  received  this  vaccination. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  children  under  two  years  of  age  vaccinated  during  the  year  was  291.  The 
number  vaccinated  aged  2-15  years  was  685. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 

During  the  year  under  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations  1952,  963  International 
Certificates  of  Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  were  checked,  stamped 
and  countersigned. 

AMBULANCE.  SERVICE 

During  1970  the  Ambulance  Service  has  again  given  excellent  service  and  the  staff  of  the 
Ambulance  Depot  in  Sutton  Coldfield  have,  as  always,  been  most  courteous  and  helpful.  At  the  end 
of  this  year  there  were  21  driver  attendants,  3  section  leaders  and  1  superintendent.  There  are  5 
ambulances  -  3  of  which  have  trolley-type  stretchers  -  and  3  dual  purpose  vehicles  which  can  each  be 
used  to  carry  9  sitting  cases  or  1  stretcher  case  and  5  sitting  cases.  All  vehicles  are  radio-controlled  and 
carry  oxygen. 

The  miles  covered  during  the  year  werel07,003,  a  decrease  of  4,  706  as  compared  with  last 
year's  mileage.  The  number  of  patients  moved  was  20,  266  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year  of  787. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  types  and  numbers  of  patients  transported:  - 


CATEGORY 

NO.  OF  PATIENTS 

ACCIDENT 

640  * 

MATERNITY 

129  * 

INFECTIOUS 

22 

OTHERS 

494  * 

TREATMENT 

18,981 

*  Emergency  Calls. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS.  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Health  Education 

The  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  authority  have  continued  to  make  every  effort  to  extend 
the  Health  Education  Services  in  spite  of  the  general  increase  in  other  work.  Lectures  have  been  given  by 
Doctors,  Health  Visitors,  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  other  staff  and,  of  course,  the  discussion  groups  and 
mothers'  clubs  have  also  played  an  active  part.  This  year  particular  emphasis  has  been  on  home  safety 
and  the  dangers  of  smoking  and  a  special  effort  has  been  made  in  these  respects  through  special  talks  to 
junior  school  children. 

Convalescence 

A  period  of  recuperative  convalescence  may  be  arranged  for  persons  whose  Doctors 
consider  they  need  it,  the  patient  having  had  some  acute  form  of  illness.  The  normal  period  of  stay  at 
Convalescent  Homes  is  two  weeks.  Patients  are  assessed  according  to  their  ability  to  pay  for  convalescent 
home  charges  and  the  rail  or  bus  fare  to  and  from  the  home  may  be  included  in  the  total  amount  subject 
to  assessment  so  that  needy  cases  should  not  be  deterred  from  accepting  treatment  for  financial  reasons. 
During  the  year  6  individuals  were  sent  for  convalescence  for  a  total  of  12  weeks. 

Chiropody 


At  the  end  of  the  year  12  chiropodists  were  prepared  to  treat  cases  referred  by  the  Health 

Department. 


SURGERY 

OWN  HOME 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Number  of  individuals  treated 

343 

368 

460 

415 

257 

333 

444 

433 

Total  number  of  treatments 

1100 

1141 

2482 

2291 

951 

1145 

2103 

2162 

given 

Loan  of  Nursing  and  Sick  Room  Requisites 

A  wide  range  of  articles  is  available  for  loans  to  households  where  there  is  a  sick  person. 
These  articles  are  usually  made  available  on  the  recommendation  of  the  general  practitioners  and  hospital 
doctors  and  the  issues  are  met  from  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  stores. 

During  the  year  768  cases  were  assisted;  620  of  these  being  new  cases.  No  charges  are 
made  for  these  articles  and  during  the  year  1522  items  were  issued.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1795  articles 
were  still  on  loan.  Particulars  of  the  various  items  issued  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


«  TYPE  OF  REQUISITES 

Items  issued  in 

Items  still  on  loan 

31st  December 

Beds  and  Beddme 

1969 

1970 

1969 

1970 

f 

Beds,  Hospital  and  other  types 

•  0 

19 

28 

13 

16 

Beds,  Cot,  Adult 

•  0 

3 

5 

1 

1 

Beds,  Side  Rails 

e  • 

- 

4 

_ 

4 

Blankets 

•  0 

8 

— 

8 

13 

Mattresses,  Dunlopilio 

0  o 

24 

34 

17 

19 

Other  Types  .  „ 

o  0 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Cover 

0  0 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

Pillows,  Staff 

O  0 

- 

_ 

_ 

Foam  and  Dunlopilio 

O  0 

- 

3 

_ 

14 

Cases,  Staff 

0  0 

- 

2 

2 

"  "  Plastic 

O  0 

— 

_ 

_ 

Sheets,  Staff 

•  o 

2 

8 

6 

8 

Sheeting,  Rubber  and  Plastic  -  (pie 

ces). 

67 

48 

181 

106 

Bed  Accessories 

- 

Air  Rings 

0  0 

63 

74 

43 

55 

Alarms,  Enuresis 

0  0 

52 

41 

45 

49 

Back  Rests 

o  0 

116 

134 

82 

90 

"  "  Covers 

o  0 

- 

_ 

mr 

Bed  Blocks,  Prs, 

0  0 

— 

"  Boards 

•  « 

31 

35 

32 

39 

"  Cradles 

o  • 

87 

109 

73 

86 

"  Pans 

e  o 

175 

225 

201 

199 

"  Tables 

•  « 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Bottles,  Urine 

o  0 

74 

79 

72 

79 

Cushions,  Dunlopilio 

0  o 

6 

6 

10 

8 

Poles,  Lifting 

O  0 

22 

13 

16 

20 

Pressure  Pad  Units 

0  0 

35 

31 

7 

8 

Sheets,  Draw 

- 

Elevator  Bed 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

Orthopaedic  Accessories 

Carriage,  Spinal 

•  0 

m  — 

- 

_ 

_ 

Chairs,  Invalid  Folding  and  Self-propelling 

111 

115 

129 

140 

Chairs,  Push,  Twin 

o  0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Chairs,  Baby,  modified 

O  0 

- 

- 

- 

Chairs  Working 

•  0 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Chairs  Seat  Lifting  &  Powell 

0  0 

- 

2 

- 

1 

Crutches,  Pairs 

O  0 

3 

6 

3 

3 

Elbow,  single 

«  0 

18 

18 

37 

35 

Hoists, 

•  0 

5 

6 

10 

7 

Slings 

0  0 

7 

9 

22 

15 

Sticks,  Walking,  Tripod  and  Quadruped 

85 

80 

148 

172 

Walking  Aids 

0  0 

78 

114 

74 

122 

Toilet  Aid  Frames 

e  0 

5 

- 

1 

4 

- 

Miscellane  ous 

Commodes,  all  types 

e  o 

199 

225 

160 

182 

Cups,  Feeding 

0  0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dish,  Kidney 

s  0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fireguards 

•  0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mugs,  Sputum 

0  0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Seats,  Bath 

0  © 

23 

20 

88 

88 

Rails,  Bath 

»  • 

11 

18 

101 

105 

Mats,  Bath  (Non-slip) 

O  0 

23 

24 

104 

102 

TOTALS 

1,362 

1,522 

1,695 

1,  795 

Disposable  Items 

Items  issued  in 

1969 

1970 

Sputum  Cups 

0  0 

168 

382 

Pants,  Outer  Incontinence 

•  0 

134 

350 

Pants,  Linings 

0  0 

5,  725 

9,300 

Pads,  Incontinence 

0  O 

18,  658 

24, 255 

1969 

1970 

Total  Cases  assisted  during 

667 

768 

New  cases  . . 

•  • 

572 

620 

Incontinence  Pads 


Once  again  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  pads  issued,  this 
rising  from  18,  658  in  1969  to  24,  255  in  1970.  There  are  no  arrangements  for  laundry  services  in  this  area, 
and  indeed  one  wonders  if  such  a  service  would  in  fact  be  necessary  if  sufficient  pads  are  made  available 
and  a  suitable  collection  system  arranged.  This  question  of  collection  is  somewhat  of  a  problem  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  large  portions  of  the  town  are  now  in  smokeless  zones  and  it  is  difficult  for  the  householders 
to  dispose  of  these  used  pads  themselves.  Arrangements  for  collection  on  request  are  steadily  increasing 
and  place  a  considerable  burden  on  the  health  staff  and  transport  involved. 

Fluoridation 

The  Borough  Council  is  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  fluoridation  and  has  so  recommended 
to  the  County  Council.  Sutton  Coldfield  derives  its  water  supply  both  from  Birmingham  City  and  from  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  The  Birmingham  supply  goes  to  the  areas  of  Sutton  Coldfield 
adjacent  to  the  Birmingham  boundary  and  involves  2,  836  dwelling  houses,  supplying  approximately  9,  200 
individuals.  The  rest  of  the  Borough  comprising  25,  207  houses  is  provided  with  South  Staffordshire  water. 

The  Birmingham  supply  is  fluoridated  but  in  the  case  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  there 
has  been  no  action  yet  to  introduce  fluoride  into  the  supply. 

Cervical  Cytology 

During  the  year  1,  122  smears  were  taken  and  of  these  138  required  further  investigation  and 
5  proved  positive  for  cancer  of  the  cervix 

No  one  was  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  tests  are  taken  by  a  part-time  medical  officer  from  this  department  and  the  clerk  who 
does  the  office  records  also  attends  the  clinics  for  completion  of  all  necessary  forms. 

Since  this  service  commenced  in  September  1966  a  total  of  4,349  smears  have  been 
taken.  The  number  requiring  further  investigation  was  953  and  11  proved  to  be  positive  for  cancer  of  the 
cervix. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 

During  1970  291  Borough  Residents  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  psychiatric  care  and 
many  others  received  treatment  on  an  outpatient  basis  whilst  continuing  their  normal  occupations. 

218  persons  were  referred  to  the  Mental  Health  Service  during  the  year  for  assistance. 

Each  year  mental  illness  causes  a  serious  loss  to  the  community  of  many  of  its  able  members  and  the 
efforts  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  on  behalf  of  these  patients  yield  a  valuable  return  both  in  human  and 
economic  terms.  Important  factors  in  many  of  these  cases  are  the  reduction  of  domestic  stress  and 
alleviation  of  unsuitable  social  conditions. 

PSYCHIATRIC  CLUB 

The  club  continues  to  hold  regular  weekly  meetings  and  provides  both  a  social  outlet 
and  therapeutic  benefit  for  those  persons  who  have,  at  some  time  in  their  lives  suffered  from  a  form  of 
psychiatric  illness  and  may  have  a  residual  disability.  The  average  number  attending  on  any  one  evening 
is  about  10. 


MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY 


The  mentally  subnormal  require  facilities  for  training  and  occupation  and  during  the 
year  the  Longmoor  Junior  Training  Centre  has  continued  to  cater  for  the  children  and  the  "St.  Nicholas" 
Temporary  Centre  for  the  adults. 

At  the  end  of  1970  there  were  80  subnormal  adults  and  children  receiving  community  care 


visits. 


OVER  16  YEARS 

UNDER 

16  YEARS 

TOTAL 

Male  Female 

Male 

Female 

26  31 

13 

10 

80 

At  the  end  of  the 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  there 

year  four  adults  and  children  were 
was  only  one  urgent  case. 

awaiting  admission  to  hospital 

OVER  16  YEARS 

UNDER  16  YEARS 

TOTAL 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

1  Nil 

1  2 

4 

59  patients  from  the  Borough  are  now  permanently  residing  in  hospitals  for  the  mentally 
subnormal;  the  majority  live  at  Coleshill  Hall  and  Chelmsley  Hospital  which  serve  Sutton  Coldfield. 

During  the  year  5  adults  and  children  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  periods  of  temporary 
residential  care  in  order  to  give  their  families  a  break  or  during  family  holidays. 


I.ONGMOOR  JUNIOR  TRAINING  CENTRE 


29 


At  the  end  of  the  year  48  trainees  were  attending  the  Centre  daily  including  a  number 
from  the  Aldridge/Brownhills  area  whose  fees  are  sponsored  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  In  May 
28  children  from  the  Centre ,  accompanied  by  the  Supervisor  and  her  staff,  attended  a  successful  holiday 
at  Blackpool  arranged  by  the  Department  and  the  generous  support  of  the  Longmoor  Association  in 
connection  with  this  venture  is  much  appreciated. 

' ST. -NICHOLAS1'  ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE 

This  temporary  unit  provides  training  for  16  young  adults  who  attend  for  3  days  each 
week  and  are  given  a  wide  range  of  craft  instruction  coupled  with  social  training  which  was  supplemented 
during  the  year  by  a  number  of  day  trips  to  places  of  special  interest. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE.. 

The  total  number  of  hours  actually  worked  during  the  year  by  an  average  of  51  part-time 
arid  4  full-time  Home  Helps  was  45,  817  as  against  49,  058  the  previous  year,  that  is  a  decrease  of  3,  241 
hours.  The  number  of  short  term  cases  in  the  year  amounted  to  167  of  which  3  01  were  under  65  years  of 
age  and  66  over  65  years  of  age.  The  long  term  cases  totalled  276,  of  which  21  were  under  65  and  255 
over  65  years  of  age.  The  total  hours  for  the  year  (including  travelling  time  etc)  amounted  to  51,423. 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD-MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT  1948. 

as  amended  by  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968. 

The  Borough  Council  has  been  responsible  for  the  registration  of  Nurseries  and  Child- 
Minders  since  1961  and  I  have  to  report  once  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  registrations.  The  number 
registered  increased  from  75  to  82  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  places  made  available  from  813 
to  871.  It  is  still  not  Warwickshire  County  Council's  policy  to  provide  local  authority  Day  Centres. 


PREMISES 

Number  Registered 

Number  of  Children 

end  of  year 

provided  for 

Other  Nurseries  (Church  Halls) 

16 

430 

Daily  Minders  (Own  Homes) 

66 

441 

The  Borough  Council's  standards  are  incorporated  in  any  new  registrations  and  are  as 

follows  s 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

1.  All  premises  and  all  furniture,  furnishings,  fittings,  windows,  etc.,  in  such  premises  shall  be  kept  in  a 
proper  state  of  repair  and  a  clean  condition. 

2.  No  room  coxrprised  in  or  constituting  premises  shall  be  so  overcrowded  as  to  cause  risk  of  injury  to  the 
health  of  the  children  attending.  At  least  forty  square  feet  will  be  allowed  for  each  child. 

3.  Effective  provision  shall  be  made  for  securing  a  reasonable  temperature  in  every  room  (a  temperature  of 

o 

less  than  60.  8  F.  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  reasonable  temperature). 

4.  Effective  and  suitable  provision  shall  be  made  for  securing  and  maintaining  by  the  circulation  of 
adequate  supplies  of  fresh  air  the  ventilation  of  every  room. 

5.  Effective  provision  shall  be  made  for  securing  and  maintaining  in  every  part  of  premises  sufficient  and 
suitable  lighting  both  natural  and  artificial. 

6.  There  shall  be  provided  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  premises  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
to  the  scale  of  one  water  closet  for  every  seven  children  up  to  28  children,  and  then  one  additional  water 
closet  for  every  ten  children  thereafter,  except  that  where  no  more  than  two  children  under  five  years 

of  age  are  cared  for,  including  the  applicant's  children  under  five  years,  no  downstairs  toilet  is  required. 

7.  There  shall  be  provided  and  maintained  at  points  conveniently  accessible  to  the  toilet  facilities  washing 
facilities  to  the  scale  of  one  wash  basin  for  every  five  or  part  of  five  children.  Such  washing  facilities 
are  to  include  a  supply  of  clean,  running  hot  and  cold  or  warm  water  and  in  addition  soap  and  clean 
towels  or  other  suitable  means  of  cleaning  or  drying. 

8.  There  shall  be  provided  a  supply  of  wholesome  drinking  water  taken  directly  from  the  mains  supply. 

9.  There  shall  be  provision  for  clothing  to  be  hung  up  or  otherwise  accommodated  and  reasonable  facilities 
for  drying  damp  clothing. 

10.  All  premises  shall  be  equipped  with  a  first  aid  box  which  shall  be  properly  maintained, 

11.  All  premises  shall  be  equipped  with  such  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  and/or  means  of  fighting  fire 
as  may  be  required  by  the  local  Fire  Authority.  Effective  steps  shall  be  taken  to  ensure  that  all  persons 
frequenting  the  premises  are  familiar  with  means  of  escape  from  the  premises,  such  steps  to  include 
regular  fire  drill. 

12.  There  shall  be  one  adult  present  at  all  times  to  care  for  every  five  children. 

13.  All  premises  shall  be  maintained  and  all  equipment  shall  be  maintained  so  that  there  is  no  risk  of  bodily 
injury  or  injury  to  the  health  of  children  introduced  thereto  and  in  particular  (a)  an  approved  gate  or  gates 
shall  be  fitted  to  stairs  to  which  children  have  access,  (b)  garden  pools  and  ponds  to  which  children  have 
access  shall  be  protected  when  such  gardens  are  in  use,  (c)  fences  and  gates  enclosing  areas  in  use  by 
children  to  be  maintained  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

14.  No  playgroup  shall  consist  of  more  than  fifty  children  and  in  no  case  shall  more  than  twenty -five  children 
be  required  to  occupy  one  room. 


15.  All  kitchens  and  food  preparation  rooms  shall  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

16.  Registration  under  the  above  Acts  does  not  constitute  the  granting  of  planning  permission  which 
is  normally  required  when  there  is  a  change  of  use  of  premises,  not  does  such  registration  indicate 
that  planning  permission  will  be  forthcoming. 

17.  The  person  to  whom  a  certificate  of  registration  is  issued  shall  be  responsible  for  the  preparation  and 
maintenance  of  proper  records  of  the  children  admitted  to  the  premises.  Such  records  to  include  the 
name,  address  and  age  of  the  child  and  a  record  of  the  attendances  of  the  children. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED. 


The  physically  handicapped  are  registered  in  one  of  three  groups  according  to  their 
particular  disability  and  each  group  receives  the  specialised  assistance  they  require: 

1 .  The  General  Classes 

2.  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

3.  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 


1.  THE  GENERAL  CLASSES  OF  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED. 

At  the  end  of  1970  there  were  286  persons  on  the  General  Register  of  the  Borough  and  in 
the  following  table  they  are  listed  according  to  age  and  disability: 


AGE 

Under 

16 

16-29 

30-49 

50-64 

65  or 

over 

Total 

1.  Amputation 

- 

- 

- 

7 

3 

10 

2.  Arthritis  Rheumatism 

- 

- 

10 

21 

109 

140 

3.  Congenital  malformations 
and  deformities 

2 

4 

1 

1 

4 

12 

4.  Diseases  of  the  digestive 
and  genito -urinary  systems} 
of  the  heart  or  circulatory 
system:  of  the  respiratory 
system  (other  than  tubercul¬ 
osis)  and  of  the  skin. 

6 

10 

16 

5.  Injuries  of  the  head,  face, 
neck,  thorax  abdomen,  pelvis 
or  trunk.  Injuries  or  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the 
upper  and  lower  limbs  and  of 
the  spine ... 

1 

4 

1 

4 

9 

19 

6.  Organic  nervous  diseases 
epilepsy,  disseminated 
sclerosis,  poliomyelitis, 
hemiplegia,  sciatica,  etc. 

10 

21 

21 

22 

74 

7.  Neuroses,  psychoses  and 
other  nervous  and  mental 

disorders  not  included  in 

line  6 

3 

3 

2 

8 

8.  Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Tuberculosis 

( non  - r e  sp  ir a  tory ) 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

10.  Diseases  and  injuries  not 
specified  above 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

7 

TOTAL 

6 

18 

38 

63 

161 

286 

31 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  incidence  of  physical  handicap  rises 
sharply  with  age  and  the  disease  of  arthritis  is  by  far  the  commonest  cause  of  handicap  in  the  elderly. 
This  fact  is  of  some  importance  in  planning  housing  and  other  facilities  for  old  people.  Municipal  Group 
Dwellings  and  special  houses  enable  a  number  of  handicapped  residents  to  lead  independent  lives. 

Impaired  mobility  is  a  common  problem  for  the  disabled  and  without  the  good  work  of 
volunteer  drivers  and  assistance  from  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  minibus,  many  handicapped 
persons  would  have  been  unable  to  attend  social  meetings,  church  services  and  outings  during  the  year. 


Services  provided 

The  purpose  of  these  services  is  to  help  the  handicapped  to  overcome  their  disability  as 
far  as  possible  and  to  enable  them  to  lead  a  fuller  life.  The  principal  ones  are  listed  below. 


Special  Aids  and  Equipment  - 


Adaptations  to  property 


Occupational  Therapy 


Transport 


Disabled  Drivers 
Car  Registration 


General  Assistance 


Residential  Accommodation  - 


A  wide  variety  of  these  items  is  now  available  and 
140  handicapped  persons  have  been  provided  with 
special  aids. 

These  include  provision  of  safety  hand  rails,  widening 
of  doorways  to  allow  passage  of  wheelchairs,  ramps 
to  steps,  etc.  and  in  1970  11  residents  were  helped 
in  this  way. 

32  of  the  disabled  were  receiving  occupational  therapy 
either  within  their  homes  or  at  a  Centre  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  Council  minibus  has,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee,  been  used  during  the  year  to  assist  a 
wide  number  of  voluntary  organisations  concerned 
with  the  welfare  of  the  handicapped  and  the  aged. 

This  scheme  provides  for  the  issue  of  special  car  badges 
to  drivers  who  are  permanently  and  substantially 
handicapped  and  whose  walking  is  severely  restricted. 
Whilst  the  badges  confer  no  legal  rights  or  privileges, 
neve r-the -less  they  are  helpful  in  readily  identifying 
disabled  drivers  to  police  and  other  road  users.  At  the 
end  of  1970  43  Borough  residents  were  on  the  Register 
of  Disabled  Drivers. 

The  Welfare  Officers  visit  the  handicapped  in  their  homes 
to  assist  them  in  day  to  day  problems  which  arise. 

15  persons  on  the  register  are  now  living  in  special 
residential  accommodation. 


Holidays 

In  1970  23  persons  attended  the  Group  Holiday  which  was  held  at  Weston-Super-Mare  and  for 
these  handicapped  who  would  not  otherwise  go  on  holiday,  this  is  a  welcome  service.  The  help  of  the  escorts 
who  generously  give  of  their  time  to  accompany  the  group  is  much  appreciated.  In  addition  the  Welfare  and 
Health  Services  Committee  assisted  8  other  handicapped  persons  to  proceed  on  individual  holidays  to  special 
accommodation. 

Fellowship  of  the  Handicapped. 

The  Fellowship  Members  continue  to  enjoy  local  meetings  and  social  facilities  at  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 

2.  DEAF  AND  HARD  OF  HEARING 

The  services  to  this  group  of  handicapped  persons  continues  to  be  provided  on  an  agency 
basis  by  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Association  for  the  Deaf. 
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Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  1970 


At  the  31st  December  1970  there  were  88  persons  on  the  Blind  Register  and  24  on  the 
Partially  Sighted  Register  in  the  Borough  as  follows: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Blind 

•  • 

32 

56 

88 

Partially  Sighted 

«  # 

8 

16 

24 

This  shows  an  increase  of  eight  Registered  Blind  people  and  three  Partially  Sighted  people 
compared  with  the  numbers  for  1969. 

Three  Handicraft  Classes  and  two  Social  Centres  are  held  at  Fellowship  Hall  each  month, 
and  the  numbers  of  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  people  attending  these  meetings  has  increased  over  the 
year.  Transport  is  provided  by  the  Corporation  minibus  and  hired  transport.  Voluntary  helpers  assist 
with  meals  and  transport. 

The  Social  Club  held  their  Annual  dinner  in  March  at  the  Parson  and  Clerk,  and  had  an 
afternoon  outing  to  Leamington  Spa  in  September. 

The  Warwickshire  Association  for  the  Blind  provided  summer  outings  to  Ross-on-Wye  and 
Leamington  Spa,  group  holidays  for  a  number  of  blind  people  to  Boscombe  and  Burnham -on-Sea,  and 
grants  to  several  blind  people  towards  the  cost  of  a  private  holiday.  Unfortunately,  the  Bulb  Show  had 
to  be  cancelled  owing  to  bad  weather  in  March,  but  the  Association  again  provided  hyacinth  bulbs  and 
fibre  in  the  Autumn  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  be  more  fortunate  with  the  weather  in  1971. 

The  annual  Carol  Service  was  held  on  December  17th  at  the  Methodist  Church,  South 
Parade  and  was  followed  by  a  Tea  provided  by  the  Association,  and  a  concert.  The  Association  also 
provided  a  £1  for  every  Blind  person,  and  gave  grants  for  fuel  and  clothing  to  those  in  need.  Talking 
Book  machines  and  radios  from  the  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund  are  issued  through  the  Warwickshire 
Association,  and  volunteers  from  the  B.  B.  C.  Transmitting  Station  at  Hill  Village  continue  to  give  an 
excellent  repair  service  for  the  Talking  Book  Machines. 

During  the  year  two  blind  people  attended  the  R.N.I.B.  Rehabilitation  Centre  at  Torquay 
and  are ;; now  awaiting  admission  to  the  Ministry  of  Employment  and  Productivity  training  Centre  at 
Letchworth,  where  they  have  chosen  to  learn  Engineering.  After  training  it  is  hoped  to  place  them  in 
open  industry. 

The  Southern  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind  held  a  Handicraft  and  Pastimes  Competition 
in  May.  Preliminary  rounds  for  the  competition  were  held  in  the  county  during  February,  and  the  winning 
articles  sent  to  Warwick  for  judging.  The  prize  winning  articles  from  the  county  were  then  sent  to  London 
to  be  judged  with  articles  from  27  other  counties.  There  were  over  3,  000  entries,  and  three  people  from 
the  Borough  gained  prizes,  one  Silver  Medal  (1st  Prize)  one  Bronze  Medal  (2nd  Prize)  and  two  Highly 
Commended.  Six  Blind  people  and  two  Partially  Sighted  received  certificates  for  their  work.  The  three 
prize  winners  went  up  to  London  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  Exhibition  of  winning  articles,  and  were 
present  during  the  visit  of  the  Queen  Mother.  On  Monday,  August  10th  the  medals  and  certificates  were 
presented  by  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Welfare  Committee,  Councillor  C.J.P.  Vereker,  at  a  tea 
given  by  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  at  the  Lord  Leycester  Hospital,  Warwick. 


Age  Groups  -  Partially  Sighted 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  5 

1 

- 

1 

5-15 

2 

2 

4 

21-49 

2 

1 

3 

50-64 

1 

2 

3 

65  8  over 

2 

11 

13 

Total 

8 

16 

24 

Age  Groups  -  Blind. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

5-10 

- 

- 

- 

11-15 

- 

1 

1 

16-20 

1 

- 

1 

21-29 

- 

2 

2 

30-39 

- 

1 

1 

40-49 

3 

2 

5 

50-59 

4 

- 

4 

60-64 

1 

1 

2 

65-69 

6 

5 

11 

70-79 

9 

17 

26 

80-84 

1 

7 

8 

85-89 

4 

13 

17 

90-8  Over 

3 

7 

10 

Total 

32 

56 

88 

Categories  of  Registered  Blind  Persons. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Unemployed  -  over  65 

22 

49 

71 

" 

16  -  64  (Capable  of  & 

seeking  work). 

1 

1 

2 

n 

16  -  64  (Not  Capable) 

1 

2 

3 

IS 

16-64  (Not  available 

- 

- 

- 

Undergoing  trainmg 

(Professional  or  University) 

- 

- 

- 

Employment  under  ordinary  conds. 

6 

3 

9 

Employment  under  sheltered  conds. 

1 

- 

1 

(Homeworker) 

Under  16  attending  Special  School 

- 

1 

1 

At  School  16  -  20 

1 

- 

1 

r 

Total 

32 

56 

88 

. 
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SCHOOL 

HEALTH  SERVICE 


Report  of  School  Medical  Officer 
Number  of  Schools  and  Children  on  Roll 
Number  of  Defects  found  ^t  Medical  Inspection 
Infestation  with  Vermin 
Clinics 

Dental  Service 

Number  of  Handicapped  Pupils 
Eye  Clinics 
Speech  Therapy 

Employment  of  Children  Bye  -  Laws 
Medical  Examinations  for  Teaching  Profession 
and  Training  Colleges 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  1970 
The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  includes  the  following: 

(a)  Routine  and  special  inspection  and  re-inspection,  including  special  eye  testing. 

(b)  Examination  of  children  for  fitness  for  part-time  employment. 

(c)  Special  class  inspections  by  the  School  Nurses. 

(d)  Referral  to  school  observation  clinic. 

(e)  Ascertainment  and  classification  of  handicapped  pupils. 

(f)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

(g)  Investigation  and  control  of  infectious  disease. 

(h)  Care  of  the  teeth  and  dental  treatment. 

(i)  Inspection  of  School  Kitchens  and  canteens 

(j)  General  hygiene  and  sanitation  of  school  premises. 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


ON  ROLL  AT  JANUARY  1970 

Primary 

•  • 

33 

9,263 

Secondary 

•  • 

9 

6,  345 

Special 

•  • 

1 

100 

Totals 

.  .  43 

15,  708 

As  seen  above,  there  were  15,  708  school  children  on  the  roll  of  the  primary,  secondary  and  special 
schools  in  the  Borough  at  January  1970.  On  these  2,421  were  examined  during  the  year  under  review. 

This  is  less  than  examined  last  year  but,  was  due  to  shortage  of  medical  staff. 

Once  again  attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  a  selective  system  of  medical  examinations  in  the 
schools  and  discussions  have  been  held  with  the  Head  Teachers.  However,  these  have  not  had  any  great 
success  and  it  would  appear  that  the  selective  system  of  examination  is  not  acceptable  at  this  time  to  the 
Head  Teachers,  who  are  not  prepared  to  take  any  responsibility  in  respect  of  referral  of  children  whom  they 
might  feel  required  medical  examination.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Head  Teachers  and  their  staff  have 
many  diverse  duties  and  I  can  understand  their  attitude. 

I  am  sorry  that  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  introduce  the  selective  system  which  operates 
quite  satisfactorily  in  many  areas.  Apart  from  other  advantages  it  also  would  alleviate  the  difficulties 
arising  from  shortage  of  medical  staff.  By  various  compromises,  however,  it  has  been  possible  to 
reduce  the  work  concerned  in  the  medical  examinations  without  detriment  to  the  general  standard  of 
inspection.  Every  school  entrant  continues  to  receive  a  sight  and  hearing  test  with  the  Keystone  Testing 
Machines  and  Audiometers  and  this  in  itself  ensures  that  few,  if  any,  can  slip  through  the  net  who  suffer 
from  defective  sight  or  hearing. 

School  Nursing. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  made  a  total  of  459  visits  during  the  year.  Attendances  at  sessions 
during  the  year  at  medical  inspections,  clinics  and  lectures,  etc.  totalled  601. 

In  regard  to  the  use  of  nursing  staff  in  the  School  Health  Service,  every  possible  effort  is  being  made 
to  have  the  routine  tasks  carried  out  by  Clinic  Nurses  who  can  adequately  carry  out  sight  testing  and 
hearing  testing  and  thereby  leave  the  skilled  advisory  work  to  the  Health  Visitors  who  act  as  School  Nurses. 

Health  Education. 

Health  Education  material  is  continually  circulated  to  all  schools  and  head  teachers  and  every  encouragement 
is  given  in  arranging  lectures,  films  and  demonstrations.  With  the  close  contact  between  the  School 
Nurses  and  the  school  staff  I  think  it  can  be  said  that  the  schools  have  available  to  them  adequate  health 
education  material  for  the  time  which  they  can  devote  to  this  important  subject.  Some  schools  have  again 
held  Health  Education  Weeks  which  cover  a  wide  range  of  health  education  topics,  such  as  -  smoking  and 
lung  cancer,  safety  in  the  home,  industrial  safety,  dental  care,  drugs  and  drug  addiction,  personal 
hygiene,  hair  care,  cosmetics,  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  health  teams,  and  hospital  or¬ 
ganisation. 


Defect  Code  No 
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NUMBER  OF  PUPILS  EXAMINED  AT  ALL  MAINTAINED  AND  ASSISTED  SCHOOLS 


Groups  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Entrants 

919 

Second  Age  Group 

101 

Third  Age  Group 

273 

8  year  olds.  Vision  Only 

. . 

Other  inspections 

1,128 

TOTAL 

.  .  2,421 

Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  during  the  Year 
PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

Pupils  attending  all  MAINTAINED  and  ASSISTED  SCHOOLS 


Defect  or  Disease 


PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 


ENTRANTS 


Requir 

ing 

treat¬ 

ment 


Requir¬ 

ing 

obser¬ 

vation 


LEAVERS 


Requir 

ing 

treat¬ 

ment 


Requir 

ing 

obser 

vation 


OTHERS 


Requir¬ 
ing 

treat¬ 
ment 


Requir¬ 

ing 

obser¬ 

vation 


TOTAL 


Requir 

ing 

treat¬ 

ment 


Requir¬ 

ing 

obser¬ 

vation 


Skin 


27 


10 


30 


15 


61 


Eyes- 


(a)  Vision 

(b)  Squint 

(c)  Other 


21 

11 

3 


17 

16 

6 


7 

1 


47 

1 


36 

12 

1 


71 

25 

8 


64 

23 

5 


135 

42 

14 


Ears  - 


(a)  Hearing 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

(c)  Other 


7 

2 

1 


35 

7 

2 


3 

2 


38 

14 

7 


11 

5 

1 


74 

21 

9 


7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 


Nose  or  Throat 


31 


62 


22 


90 


53 


153 


Speech 


10 


17 


13 


23 


Lymphatic  Glands 


14 


12 


26 


Heart 


11 


20 


Lungs 


20 


30 


54 


Developmental- 

(a)  Hernia 

(b)  Other 


2 

7 


1 

14 


2 

12 


1 

20 


4 

24 


13 


Orthopaedic- 

(a)  Posture 

(b)  Feet 

(c)  Other 


181 

30 


3 

54 

17 


6 

1 


3 

20 

2 


1 

272 

3 


5 

70 

19 


1 

459 

34 


11 

144 

38 


14 


Nervous  System - 

(a)  Epilepsy 

(b)  Other 


1 

2 


14 


15 


Psychological- 

(a)  Development 

(b)  Stability 


19 


2 

19 


2 

138 


16 

17 


Abdomen 


8 


Other  (excluding 
dental  defects) 


11 


17 


TOTALS 


319 


359 


19 


91 


391 


482 


729 


932 


INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 
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Number  of  individual  pupils  found  infested  during  the  year  .  .  19 

Total  number  of  individual  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  (on  request)  .  .  1, 820 

CLINICS 

There  is  one  school  clinic  at  9  Holland  Street,  Sutton  Coldfield  and  the  services 
available  include  the  followings 

Aural  Clinic  Dental  Clinic  Eye  Clinic 

B.C.G.  Clinic  Consultation  Clinic 

School  children  also  received  dental  treatment  at  Boldmere,  Falcon  Lodge  and  Mere  Green  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  where  there  are  excellently  equipped  dental  surgeries. 

An  Orthopaedic  after-care  Exercise  Clinic  for  children  is  held  at  49  Holland  Street  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
B.C.G.  Vaccination 

During  the  year  897  school  children  received  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

DENTAL  SERVICE 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  the  Dental  Service  has  been  able  to  offer  further  service. 
The  number  of  dental  sessions  per  week  was  32  a  decrease  on  last  year  and  the  number  of  inspection 
sessions  also  decreased  from  156  to  153  for  the  year.  This  was  due  to  a  full  time  dental  officer  leaving 
during  the  year. 

DENTAL  SERVICE  AT  31/12/1970 


Surgeries  (Fixed)  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Surgeries  (Mobile) 

Dental  Officers  (Whole -time)  .  .  .  .  1 

Dental  Officers  (Part-time)  .  .  .  .  5 

Available  sessions  per  week  .  .  .  .  32 


DETAILS  OF  DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  1970 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

.  ... 

No.  of  first  Inspections  at  school 

5381 

" 

- 

■ 

- 

No.  of  first  Inspections  at  clinic 

- 

1858 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  A  and  B  found  to  require 

treatment . 

- 

- 

40  34 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  A  and  B  offered  treatment 

- 

- 

- 

3363 

_ 

- 

No.  of  pupils  re -inspected  at 

Schools  and  Clinics 

- 

- 

- 

1197 

No.  of  E  found  to  require  treatment 

- 

- 

- 

- 

946 

NUMBER  OF  HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  IN  SUTTON  COLDFIELD  AT  31/12/1970 

Category 

Referred  during  1970 

Total 

Blind 

- 

1 

Partially -sighted 

- 

5 

Deaf 

- 

5 

Partially  hearing 

- 

7 

Educationally  sub -normal 

20 

98 

Epileptic 

1 

2 

Maladjusted 

5 

12 

Physically  Handicapped 

4 

39 

Speech 

- 

- 

Delicate 

- 

13 

Total 

.  . 

30 

182 

Recorded  during  1970 

Total 

Recorded  as  unsuitable  for 
education  under  Section  57  of 
the  Education  Act.  . 


6 


29 
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TREATMENT  OF  EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  AT  EYE  CLINIC 


Opthalmic  part-time  staff 
Name _  _  No.  of  sessions. 

Dr.  McCabe  . .  46 

Dr.  Longmore  .  .  41 

Number  of  individual  children  who  attended  during  the  year: 

New  Cases 
Re-examinations 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children  during  the  year 

Number  of  individual  children  prescribed  spectacles  during  the  year: 
New  Cases 
Re-examinations 

Number  of  individual  children  referred  for  orthoptic  treatment: 

(a)  by  County  Orthoptists 

(b) byR.H.B.  Orthoptists 

Number  of  individual  children  known  to  have  received  orthoptic  trea 
during  the  year: 

(a)  by  County  Orthoptists 

(b) byR.H.B.  Orthoptists 

Number  of  individual  children  treated  for  eye  diseases  at  clinic 
(excluding  errors  of  refraction  and  squint) 


Total  cases  on  register  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  1558 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

Number  of  sessions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  299 

Number  of  children  on  register  for  attendance  at  beginning  of  year  42 

Number  of  first  attendances  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  96 

Number  of  children  recalled  during  the  year  after  having  been 

stood  down  in  a  previous  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  66 

Total  number  of  children  treated  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  204 

Number  stood  down  under  review  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  86 

Number  discharged  during  the  year: 

(a)  Treatment  completed  .  .  .  .  .  .  77 

(b)  Left  district  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

(c)  Ceased  attendance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  .  .  .  .  .  1653 


Total 

285 

533 

843 

90 

180 


itment 
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MINOR  AILMENTS 

There  are  no  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  held  in  Sutton  Coldfield. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BYE-LAWS 

The  number  of  children  examined  in  connection  with  the  above  during  the  year  totalled  194  and  all 
were  issued  with  the  appropriate  certificate. 

Last  year  the  Borough  Education  Committee  made  representations  to  the  County  Council  asking  them 
to  look  at  the  present  bye-laws  under  which  the  examination  of  children  employed  are  carried  out,  in  view 
of  the  fact  the  arrangements  for  medical  examination  were  not  practical  under  the  existing  arrangements. 
As  yet  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  position  but  it  is  hoped  that  within  the  course  of  time  sense  will 
prevail  and  the  County  Council  arrangements  will  be  altered. 

Medical  Examination  of  Entrants  to  Courses  for  Teaching  and 

Appointments  to  the  Teaching  Profession 

During  the  year,  medical  examinations  in  connection  with  the  above  totalled  162.  There  were  18 
examinations  for  the  teaching  profession  and  144  examinations  for  entry  to  Training  College. 


Section  D 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 


Water  Supply 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Drainage 

Rivers  and  Streams 
Public  Health  Inspection 
Caravans  and  Camping  Sites 
Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 
Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises 
Insect  Pests  and  Rodent  Control 
Schools 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

There  are  three  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  Borough  ; 

(a)  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  -  serving  the  majority  of  the 

populated  area. 

(b)  The  Birmingham  City  Water  Undertaking  -  serving  areas  adjacent  to  the 

City  Boundary. 

(c)  Private  supplies  -  spring  or  well  supplies  in  the  outlying  and  rural  areas 
Some  notes  on  these  three  sources  are  given  below  : 

(a)  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  ; 

The  water  supply  to  the  Borough  is  derived  from  five  underground  sources  and  also  from 
Blithfield  Reservoir.  Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary  measure  at  four  of  the  stations 
and  the  supply  from  Blithfield  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  at  Seedy  Mill  Treatment  Works.  The  sources 
of  supply  are  examined  regularly  and  frequently,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically  and  where 
chlorination  is  practised,  bacteriological  samples  of  the  raw  water  are  examined  where  possible. 

During  1970,  221  samples  of  the  water  pumped  to  supply  from  the  underground  sources  were 
examined,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory.  125  samples  of  the  untreated  water  were  all  free  from 
coliform  bacteria. 


365  samples  of  the  treated  Blithe  water  at  Seedy  Mill  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

54  samples  of  this  water  prior  to  treatment  gave  an  average  coliform  bacteria  content  of  61  per  100  ml. 

Regular  monthly  samples  were  examined  from  within  the  Borough  from  taps  at 

The  Company's  Area  Office,  Coleshill  Road,  Sutton  Coldfield. 

Sutton  Coldfield  Golf  Club,  Streetly. 

52,  Four  Oaks  Road,  Four  Oaks 

10  samples  from  each  of  these  three  points  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria.  Chemical 
results  were  fairly  constant,  hardness  at  the  Area  Office  averaging  235  p.p.m.,  at  Streetly  223  p.p.m. 
and  at  Four  Oaks  246  p.p.m. 


The  average  chemical  results  for  1970  of  the  10  samples  from  Sutton  Coldfield  Area  Office  were;- 


pH  . .  . .  7.4 

Alkalinity  (CaCO  . 125 

Chlorides  (Cl)  .  28.4 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N)  ..  ..  ..  ..  Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N)  .  .034 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) .  7.5 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hr  at  27  C) .  .41 

Temporary  Hardness  . 125 

Permanent  Hardness  . 110 

Total  Hardness  . .  . .  . . 235 

Iron  (Fe)  .  .05 

Manganese  (Mn) .  Nil 

Zinc  (Zn)  . .  .  Nil 

Copper  (Cu) .  . .  Nil 

lead  (Pb)  ..  . .  .01 


parts  per  million 
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The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  the  30  samples  from  the  taps  being  free  from 
any  significant  quantities  of  lead. 


Only  one  of  the  supplying  stations  contains  any  measurable  quantity  of  naturally  occurring 
fluoride.  This  is  Seedy  Mill,  where  an  average  of  0.18  p.p.m.  was  obtained  in  1970. 


In  cases  of  possible  contamination, such  as  burst  or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc., 
emergency  chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains, 
etc.,  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  proved  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  supplied  with  a  piped  water  supply  was  25,  207  at 
the  31st  December  1970.  There  are  no  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes,  and  the  population  served  is  based 
on  3 . 07  persons  per  house . 

The  following  particulars  are  the  main  extensions  laid  during  1970  s- 


Site  Size  of  Mains 


3" 

4" 

Princess  Alice  Farm 

Wilkinson  Close 

43 

598 

Chartwell  Drive 

26 

Jockey  Road 

126 

Total  (yards) 

169 

624 

A  copy  of  the  result  of  a  sample  of  water  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  is  given  below  s 

Bacteriological  Total  Counts  Number  of  colonies  developing  after  two  days' 

o 

Sample  No. 569/70.  incubation  at  37  C  ...  6 

Coliform  Counts  Type  and  number  per  100  ml.  of  sample 

Coliform  bacilli  • .  . .  . .  Nil 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1)  ..  Nil 


(b)  The  Birmingham  City  Water  Undertaking 

There  are  2,  836  houses  in  the  Borough  adjacent  to  the  City  boundary  which  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Birmingham  mains.  The  population  supplied  is  estimated  to  number  9,  200 

The  water  supplied  was  entirely  the  soft  moorland  water  of  the  Department's  Elan  supply  augmented 
at  times  by  an  admixture  of  water  derived  from  the  River  Severn  at  Trimpley,  near  Kidderminster.  Water 
from  the  Severn  source  constituted  a  little  over  3  percent  of  the  total.  The  Welsh  water  is  first  treated  with 
hydrated  lime  to  neutralise  its  natural  acidity  following  which  it  is  subjected  to  rapid  sand  filtration.  Sodium 
silicofluoride  is  then  added  in  quantity  sufficient  to  produce  a  fluoride -ion  concentration  of  1  milligramme 
per  litre  and  finally,  before  entering  the  Elan  Aqueduct,  the  water  is  marginally  chlorinated. 

The  Severn  derived  water  is  pumped  from  the  river  into  a  bank-side  storage  reservoir  and  then 
undergoes  clarification  and  softening  processes,  pH  correction,  chlorination  and  fluoridation  before  being 
pumped  to  Birmingham.  At  Frankie y  Works  both  waters  are  filtered,  sterilized  and  blended  before  passing  into 
the  distribution  system. 

The  Department's  emergency  source,  a  deep  well  at  Short  Heath,  was  not  brought  into  use  during  1970. 

During  1970  samples  of  water  passing  into  distribution  at  the  Frankley  Treatment  Works  were  collected 
thrice  weekly  for  testing  in  the  Department's  Laboratory  and  twice  weekly  for  submission  to  examination  in  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  The  results  obtained  from  these  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  of  excellent  quality 
and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  usage.  Of  the  142  samples  tested  in  the  Department's  Laboratory  and 
the  101  tested  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  140  and  100  respectively  were  free  from  E.coli  organisms. 

A  total  of  281  samples  were  collected  from  various  points  in  the  distribution  system,  including  Sutton 
Coldfield,  and  the  results  obtained  from  these  confirmed  that  the  water  had  maintained  its  purity  during 
distribution  in  that  E.coli  was  absent  in  280  cases. 

No  extension  of  mains  took  place  in  1970  but  the  laying  was  completed  of  2474  yards  of  4"  diameter 
cast  iron  main  in  Kingsbury  Road,  Minworth,  replacing  3150  yards  of  old  c.i.  main  of  3"  diameter. 

The  results  obtained  by  the  City  Analyst  from  his  analysis  of  routine  samples  taken  during  1970  are 
summarized  in  the  following  table  s 
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A  copy  of  the  result  of  a  sample  of  water  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  is  given  below: 

Bacteriological  Total  Count  :  Number  of  colonies  developing  from  1  ml.  of 

Sample  No.  581.  sample  in  agar  after  two  days'  incubation  at 

37°C .  5 

Coliform  Count:  Type  and  number  per  100  ml  of  sample 

Coliform  Bacilli  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1)  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief  of  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company,  and  Mr.  R.C.  Whitehead,  B.Sc.,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  A  .M.I.Mech.E. ,  Engineer 
and  Manager  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  for  the  information  supplied  with  regard  to  their 
respective  water  undertakings  and  their  comments  on  the  analyses  of  the  water  supply. 

(c)  Private  water  Supplies. 

The  number  of  properties  dependant  on  private  well  supplies  in  the  Borough  remains  at  5.  These 
represent  a  hardcore  of  premises  to  which  it  is  an  uneconomic  proposition  to  extend  mains  water.  Every 
opportunity  is  taken  to  encourage  owners  to  take  up  mains  supplies  as  reference  to  the  annual  reports  for 
previous  years  will  show.  In  1951  there  were  79  such  properties  :  in  1961  there  were  21  and  in  1971  only 
5  remain. 

During  1970  twenty  seven  samples  were  taken  from  well  supplies,  11  of  which  were  satisfactory, 

5  suspicious  and  11  unsatisfactory. 

There  is  no  recognised  classification  for  this  type  of  water  supply,  but  the  classifications  given 
above  are  based  upon  results  from  the  Laboratory  and  the  conditions  known  to  exist  at  and  around  the  supply. 
In  each  case  of  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory  samples,  advice  was  given  to  users  as  to  precautionary  measures. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  secure  connection  of  the  premises  to  the  mains  supply  as  occasion  arises  and  occupiers 
are  encouraged  to  install  domestic  filter  units. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  this  year  again  requested  a  report  upon  certain  aspects  of  water  supply. 

As  will  be  noted  in  the  foregoing  report  on  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  and  the  Birmingham 
City  Water  Undertaking,  quality  and  quantity  are  excellent.  During  1970  no  difficulties  were  experienced 
regarding  the  quantity  of  water  available  to  those  houses  on  private  supplies. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  majority  of  the  properties  in  the  district  are  connected  to  the  public  drainage  system  with  the 
exception  of  the  premises  noted  below. 

Sewage  disposal  is  dealt  with  by  the  Upper  Tame  Main  Drainage  Authority  which  was  formed  by  the 
Upper  Tame  Main  Drainage  Authority  Order  1966  and  incorporated  the  former  Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea 
District  Drainage  Board. 

Sutton  Coldfield  Borough  Council  is  a  constituent  member,  having  one  representative  on  the 
U.T.M.D.  A. 


Two  works  of  the  Drainage  Authority  are  situated  within  the  Borough  namely  the  Minworth  Works 
which  forms  a  section  of  the  plant  treating  sewage  from  the  greater  part  of  Birmingham  and  from  parts  of  ten 
other  Local  Authority  areas,  and  the  Langley  Mill  Works  which  deals  with  sewage  from  the  Falcon  Lodge  area. 

The  Minworth  Works  receives  an  average  of  334,  000  cubic  metres  (73.5  million  gallons)  per  day 
nearly  40%  of  which  is  accounted  for  by  trade  effluent. 

The  Langley  Mill  Works  received  an  average  daily  flow  of  1,600  cubic  metres  (350,000  gallons). 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  adequate  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Council  will  take  every  opportunity  to  provide  main  drainage  to  those  areas  where  it  is  lacking. 

(a)  Houses  not  connected  to  main  drainage. 

At  the  31st  December  1970,  205  houses  were  not  connected  to  main  drainage,  48  having  privy 
closets.  157  houses  had  water  closets  connected  to  cesspools  or  treatment  units.  The  Corporation  provides 
a  cesspool  emptying  service  on  payment  of  £5  per  annum  by  the  occupiers  of  domestic  premises  and  on  a 
time  and  cost  basis  for  other  premises.  Privy  closets  are  not  emptied  by  the  Corporation  and  are  mostly 
situated  in  rural  areas  where  the  contents  are  emptied  and  buried  by  householders. 
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(b)  Houses  with  shared  water  closets  connected  to  main  sewer  s 

23  Houses  have  water  closets  used  in  common  with  another  house.  It  is  anticipated  that  houses  sharing 
water  closets  will  eventually  be  eliminated  as  some  are  deemed  to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  others  are  under 
discussion  for  improvement  and  a  good  many  will  be  included  in  the  Central  Area  Re  -development  of  the  Town. 

DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  727  complaints  about  drainage  were  made  to  the  Department,  many  of  these  in 
connection  with  choked  drainage.  This  again  represents  an  increase  on  last  years  complaints.  All  complaints 
about  choked  drainage  are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Heatth  Inspectors  as  it  is  necessary  for  some  guidance  to  be 
given  on  the  rechargeable  nature  of  some  of  the  works  concerned.  The  problem  of  assessing  liability  for  choked 
or  defective  drainage  is  not  without  its  complications  and  whilst  the  present  system  is  somewhat  time  consuming 
it  has  worked  well  throughout  the  year  and  has  given  rise  to  little  complaint  from  persons  affected  by  drainage 
problems. 

From  a  point  of  view  of  Town  Main  Drainage  it  is  worthy  of  comment  that  1970  saw  the  completion 
of  the  present  phase  of  the  lay  ing  of  a  new  outfall  foul  sewer  and  there  now  exists  a  new  main  outfall  from  the 
junction  of  Riland  Road  and  Rectory  Road  connecting  to  the  Upper  Tame  Main  Drainage  Authority  14  ft.  dia¬ 
meter  sewer  at  Minworth. 

The  scheme  for  modernisation  of  the  Town  drainage  system  is  continuing  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
new  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  in  connection  with  the  Central  Area  Re -development  will  commence  in  the 
latter  part  of  1971.  Additionally  design  work  is  in  hand  for  an  extension  of  the  new  drainage  work  from 
Riland  Road  to  the  Mere  Green  area. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  work  of  reconstruction  of  Plantsbrook  continued  as  scheduled  during  the  year  and  mid  1970  saw 
the  completion  of  that  phase  of  the  work  which  has  included  the  reconstruction  of  Plantsbrook  from  culverts 
beneath  Kingsbury  Road  near  Castle  Vale  Estate  at  Minworth  up  to  Ebrook  Road,  Sutton  Coldfield. 

Additionally  a  new  surface  water  sewer  was  laid  from  Plantsbrook  at  the  rear  of  Ebrook  Road  to  the 
junction  of  Rectory  Road  and  Riland  Road  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  flooding  which  has  been  a  source  of 
nuisance  in  Riland  Road  for  some  years  will  now  cease. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  establishment  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors'  Section  at  31st  December  1970  consisted  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  two  Specialist  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
four  additional  Public  Health  Inspectors,  one  pupil,  one  shorthand  typist/ clerk,  a  copy  typist,  a  clerk  and  a 
technical  Assistant.  In  addition  there  are  two  men  employed  on  Pest  Control  duties. 

During  the  year  2511  matters  requiring  investigation  were  referred  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate, 
the  classification  of  these  matters  being  set  out  as  follows  : 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS'  VISITS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Housing  Defects 

•  • 

•  • 

1184 

Moveable  Dwellings 

•  • 

64 

Drainage 

•  • 

2580 

Water  Supply 

•  • 

65 

Infectious  Diseases 

•  • 

300 

Dirty  and  Verminous 

Premises 

45 

Insect  Pests 

•  • 

176 

Animal  Keeping 

•  • 

156 

Refuse  Storage  &  Disposal 

628 

Ponds,  Ditches  and  Watercourses 

183 

Swimming  Baths 

•  • 

41 

Schools 

•  • 

9 

Places  of  entertainment 

23 

Public  Conveniences 

•  • 

67 

Noise  Complaints 

•  • 

345 

Workplaces 

•  • 

22 

Hairdressers 

•  • 

77 

HOUSING  ACTS 


Council  House  Inspections 

•  • 

•  • 

1155 

Sub -Standard  Houses 

•  • 

•  • 

688 

Multi -let  Houses  and  Overcrowding 

•  • 

•  • 

349 

Improvement  Grants  and  Areas 

•  • 

•  • 

1235 

RENT  ACT/Housing  Act  1969  Qualification  Certificates 
CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Food  Premises  Inspections 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1308 

Food  Vehicles 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

121 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

Food  Inspection 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

238 

Milk  and  Dairies  Premises  &  Vehicles 

•  • 

•  • 

42 

Sampling 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

687 

Visits  to  Laboratories 

•  •• 

•  • 

•  • 

113 

FACTORIES  ACT 
SHOPS  ACT 

PET  ANIMALS/ ANIMAL  BOARDING  ACTS 
OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 
MEETINGS  AND  EXHIBITIONS 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS/ CONSUMER  PROTECTION  ACTS 
MISCELLANEOUS 


VISITS  BY  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANTS  ..  ..  ..  2664 


5965 


3427 

208 

3356 

290 


2528 

235 

131 

55 

784 

84 

22 

40 

17125 


SUMMARY  OF  INFORMAL  NOTICES 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 
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At  the  31st  December,  1970,  three  landowners  held  licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act  1960,  involving  the  stationing  of  three  caravans.  The  site  licences  are  subject  to 
standard  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Health  Committee.  During  the  year  64  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  the  siting  of  caravans. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 


There  is  an  open-air  swimming  bath  at  Keeper's  Pool  in  Sutton  Park,  with  accommodation  for 
adult  swimmers  in  the  large  bath  and  for  children  in  the  smaller  one. 

The  bath  normally  operates  from  Whitsuntide  until  the  end  of  August  according  to  weather 
conditions  and  during  the  holiday  season  is  very  popular  with  visitors  to  the  Park. 

The  water  is  treated  by  chlorination  and  sand  filtration,  the  former  by  the  break  point  method 
and  the  latter  by  means  of  pressure  filters. 

In  addition,  appropriate  chemicals  are  added  to  the  water  for  the  control  of  pH  value  and  to 
assist  in  sedimentation.  Since  the  installation  of  the  break  point  chlorination  plant  some  years  ago,  the  water 
at  these  baths  has  been  satisfactory,  apart  from  one  or  two  very  rare  occasions  such  as  at  times  of  extreme 
usage  at  Bank  Holidays. 

The  bath  attendant  tests  the  water  regularly  for  chlorine  content  and  pH  value  and  periodic 
checks  are  made  by  the  Health  Inspectors  and  samples  taken. 

There  are  a  number  of  schools  in  the  Borough  which  are  equipped  with  swimming  baths.  There 
is  a  great  interest  displayed  in  the  provision  of  these  facilities  by  Parents  Associations.  The  following 
schools  have  such  baths  available  at  the  present  time  :  Bishop  Vesey  Grammar  School,  Fairfax  High  School, 
Banners  Gate  County  Primary  School,  Town  County  Junior  School,  Princess  Alice  School,  St.  Margarets 
School,  Whitehouse  Common  County  Junior  School,  Springfield  County  Junior  School  and  Ley  Hill  County 
Junior  School.  In  each  case,  as  the  baths  are  brought  into  use,  advice  is  offered  by  Health  Department  Staff 
and  samples  of  the  water  taken  at  intervals  as  a  check  on  purification  techniques.  The  water  for  each  of 
these  baths  is  taken  from  the  main  supply. 

The  construction  of  the  new  swimming  baths  at  Clifton  Road/Wyndley  Lane  junction  proceeded 
during  the  year  and  the  project  is  due  for  completion  in  March  1971.  The  accommodation  will  include  a 
national  sized  pool  with  separate  diving  bay  and  teaching  pool.  Special  changing  facilities  are  provided  for 
schools  and  disabled  persons  in  addition  to  normal  accommodation.  The  cost  of  the  project  is  £480,  000 
including  site  works  and  staff  houses. 

DIRTY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


45  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  dirty  or  unkempt  houses.  This  represents  an  increase  on 
the  visits  for  the  previous  year  but  it  is  rare  for  infestations  of  a  verminous  nature  to  be  found.  Where  such 
infestations  are  found  however,  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Department. 

PEST  CONTROL 


(a)  Insects  ; 

176  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  complaints  regarding  infestation  by  a  variety  of 
creatures  including  ants,  wasps,  earwigs,  woodworm,  etc.  During  the  summer  237  complaints  regarding 
wasps  nests  were  dealt  with  by  the  Pest  Control  Operators  and  a  standard  charge  recovered  from  the 
complainants  where  appropriate.  Wasps  nests  are  a  source  of  anxiety  to  complainants  and  the  service  provided 
by  the  Department  is  much  appreciated.  Complaints  involving  bees  are  normally  referred  to  the  local 
Bee-keepers  Association. 

(b)  Park  Spraying  : 

In  the  early  part  of  1970  one  application  of  insecticide  was  made  to  certain  areas  of  the  Park  in 
accordance  with  the  report  of  Dr.  Service  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  which  was  submitted  to  the  Council  in 
1967.  The  application  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  contained  in  this  report  and  the 
insecticide  used  was  Malathion  at  a  dosage  rate  of  0. 1  lb  per  acre.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  a  firm  of 
specialist  contractors  under  supervision  of  the  Health  Department  staff. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  provides  a  comprehensive  service  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice, 
infestation  at  domestic  premises  being  treated  without  cost  to  the  owner  or  occupier.  A  charge  is, 
however,  made  in  respect  of  all  business  premises  at  which  treatment  is  carried  out. 

3,  399  visits  were  made  by  the  Rodent  Operatives  during  the  year  in  connection  with  rodent 
infestation.  The  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operatives  are  given  in  the  following  table  : 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

■* 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in  district  . . 

32,  885 

87 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

351 

3 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

305 

3 

(ii  )  Mice 

46 

- 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 

2,410 

20 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

1 

- 

(ii  )  Mice 

- 

- 

Five  informal  and  one  formal  noticeswere  served  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 

A  sewer  treatment  of  10%  of  the  manholes  in  a  quarter  of  the  Borough  was  carried  out  and  no 
major  infestation  was  found.  It  is  intended  to  repeat  this  treatment  annually  thereby  covering  10%  of  the 
manholes  in  the  Borough  every  4  years. 


SCHOOLS 


116  visits  were  made  to  schools  for  the  purpose  of  checking  general  hygiene  and  school  meals 
facilities  and  nine  visits  were  made  to  schools  for  other  purposes. 

Sanitary  accommodation  was  inspected  and  defects  and  lack  of  cleanliness  reported  to  the 
appropriate  authority.  All  schools  within  the  Borough  are  provided  with  mains  water  supply,  have  hand 
washing  facilities,  and  are  connected  to  main  drainage.  Whilst  there  are  still  one  or  two  of  the  older 
schools  in  use  in  the  Borough,  the  facilities  on  the  whole  are  satisfactory. 


Section  E 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
NOISE  ABATEMENT 
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Smoke  Control  Areas 
Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council 
Furnace  Installations  and  Chimney  Heights 
Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 
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(a)  Pollution  Measurement  : 

During  the  year  the  Council  continued  its  membership  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council 
and  through  that  body  carried  out  the  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  within  the  Borough. 

Gauges  are  sited  as  follows  : 


Location 

Volumetric 

Gauges 

Site  No  : 

Lead  Peroxide 
Gauges 

Site  No  : 

Deposit 

Gauges 

Site  No  : 

Television  Station 

_ 

D.G.13 

Cunneries,  Forge  Lane 

- 

L. P.32 

D.G.23 

Ash  Farm,  Minworth 

- 

L.P.33 

D.G.24 

Council  House 

V.  28 

- 

- 

Boldmere  High  School 

V.6 

- 

- 

Ley  Hill  School 

V.34 

- 

- 

12  Maythorn  Avenue,  Minworth 

L.P.69 

D.G.52 

Results  obtained  from  the  guages  during  1970  are  set  out  as  follows  : 


ESTIMATION  OF  SULPHUR  AND  SMOKE 
CONCENTRATION  BY  THE  VOLUMETRIC  METHOD 


1970 

Monthly  Average  of  Daily  Concentrations 

Smoke 

m  icrogrammes/m3 

Sulphur  Dioxide  microgrammes/m3 

Site  number 

Site  number 

V.6 

V.  28 

V.34 

V.6 

V.  28 

V.34 

January 

80 

57 

54 

141 

139 

126 

February 

66 

45 

47 

135 

116 

118 

March 

56 

39 

41 

126 

110 

117 

April 

38 

27 

30 

95 

80 

91 

May 

27 

30 

23 

73 

68 

87 

June 

18 

16 

17 

57 

43 

69 

July 

13 

10 

12 

48 

36 

40 

August 

25 

26 

21 

60 

55 

54 

September 

31 

27 

25 

79 

62 

65 

October 

54 

43 

38 

100 

86 

81 

November 

57 

41 

39 

108 

89 

86 

December 

73 

53 

53 

134 

113 

145 

DEPOSITED  MATTER  AND  WEIGHT  OF  SO, 


50 


>- 

rt 

X! 


O 

O 


bO 

S 


< 

Q 

cC 

U4 

Cu 

W 


W 

2 

Uj 

cC 

< 

D 

O' 

oo 

OS 

w 

O- 

CO 


2 

< 

CC 

o 

t-H 

i-l 

h-l 


T3 

CL> 

w 

o 

01 

a 

o 

o 


ro 


o 

co 


o 

00 


o 

H 


u 

0) 

4-> 

4-> 

rt 

2 

03 

<U 

> 


o 

H 


rt 

2 

03 

<U 

> 


*8 

D 


o 

H 


rt  g 

'a  M 

•  rH  r-H 

rt  £ 


u 

4> 

-O 


2 

<u 

4-> 

•rH 

CO 


(H 

0) 

rD 


<u 

•M 

•H 

CO 


(H 

<11 

rO 


<D 

4-> 

•H 

CO 


tH 

rD 


CD 

4-J 

•  pH 

CO 


(H 

0) 

rD 


CD 

■M 
•  pH 

CO 


VO 


ro 

ro 


i-Sfl 

2«£ 


CM 

ro 


ro 


CM 

LO 


CM 


ro 

CM 


CM 

LO 


CM 


ro 

CM 


CM 

LO 


CM 


ro 

CM 


CM 

LO 


Tt< 

CM 


ro 

CM 


ro 


aJ 

2 


u 


> 

H 


OJ 

2 


S  rC 


2  <  u. 


> 

H 


>- 

rt 


|-S| 

2<u- 


c 

a 

3 

u 


> 

H 


>- 

aj 

2 


C  (H 

^  <«  — 

^  <;  u. 


3 

U 


> 

H 


aJ 

2 


flic 
2  w6 
2<^ 


3 

U 


> 

H 


o 

tv 

CTi 


l£>oOOCT>^00l0inOCNJ<\l 

OiQCTvOvrO'rifMCJrouOt^OO 

Ortddddoddddd 


00000<ntv,-iC\lvHro<yirO 

SinOOinfOWwitflN^'o 

O  •h  h  O  O  O  O  ^3  O  O  O  *—* 


0000000°plOtV 

^  in  n  “ 


NTfOOtsNioloSN'J 


lO  00 


(\1 


o  o  o 


&  l  0 

^  i  £  g 

3  .«  g  8 

O  «:  03  £ 


(U 

o 


<u 

-M- 


(M 


(M 


CM 


$£f^^™<'oc'Jtr>os<N0''c) 

»-l,-l*-4t-l(N},_|_rg4-l,_),_| 


NSNhCTihOMN>h01 
roroOO^^QQu^^r,-)^^ 


rO  ro  OO  u-, 
M  N  H  S 


rflNNNNNNN 


oo 
< 7\ 


IT) 


U0 


O 

(M 


r1  n  in 


^  a  ^  °"o  tn 


in 

LO 


Cv  ro 
lO  ro 


00 


00 

tv 


HrtiomNoimooii1 

lOWinN(MMrf|N«N 


HHOONNroNNnCO'nO 

looiinNinN'n'tTj'io^'^ 


4-H  4^  LO  no  tv  0\J 

00  Ol  M  ^  N  00 


^  r1  oo  oo  ^ 
^  ^  Hi  n  in 


NTftntOinio0^NMlo 

I'rtinMNinrooimtogJ 

— j 


oo  w  ^  oo  o 

w  lO  00  ffl 

t-4  *— I 


lo  ro  ro  tv  Cv  ro 

^  lo  ro  oo  ^  vh  tv 


r^LOLoOt^-— lOvnOCTloOlO 


ODOlOOl^NNOONifrOin 

inroHiOOlONHiO^rOfOji 


00OO(MOLO*-iL0 

I'N'l'foinmM® 


m 


oo 


on  tv 
^  vo 


o%vovooooorooo*i<^oa'vo 

NlOint'NlOrOOOPlW’Hrt 


NinOOlOlHMitOlOlON 

NiOmNNlOroNNlOnN 


lO'fHOrtOlMOlTfOOnOl 

NiOinOOrOinroNtO^fgN 


N  *  '  u;  VM  »•  ”  l  "  W  *■  - 

iCW^NHrOWOlN 


5 


ro 

CM 


Eh"  rt 

rt  3 

3  (■< 

5  •£ 

rt  ,<u 

^  u- 


O 

ii 

rt 

2 


dd  >•  a>  „ 

n  rt  0  .— i  ^ 

5-2  I.  .2  3 


l-l 

4) 

u 

4->  g  <U 

g  S  ^ 


<D  ^ 

<  tn  O  Z 


o 


t-i 

a) 

-o 

6 

<u 

s 


(H 

<D 

6 

(U 

o 

0) 

Q 


*  No  sample.  Gauge  Tampered  with. 
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(b)  Smoke  Control  Areas  : 

At  the  beginning  of  1970  Areas  1  to  13  and  15  were  in  operation.  During  the  year  Areas  16  and  17 
came  into  operation  (on  1st  June)  and  Areas  14  and  18  were  confirmed  to  come  into  operation  on  1st  July 
1971.  Area  19  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  confirmation  and,  being  the  subject  of  an  objection,  had 
not  been  confirmed  on  31st  December,  1970. 


The  position  at  31st  December,  1970  regarding  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  the  Borough  was  as  follows  : 


Ward 

Area 

No. 

Area 

Operative 

Date 

Acreage 

PREMISES 

Dwelling 

Others 

Hill 

1 

Coppice  Farm  Estate 

1  July  1964 

70.18 

477 

2 

Moor  Hall  Estate 

1  Sept.  1964 

200.2 

741 

4 

Walmley 

3 

Whitehouse  Common  and 

Tamworth  Road  area 

1  July  1965 

116.12 

695 

4 

Trinity 

4 

School  Farm  Estate  and 

surrounding  area 

1  July  1966 

298.0 

698 

6 

Boldmere 

5 

Somerville  Estate  and 

surrounding  area 

1  July  1966 

84.3 

404 

4 

and 

6 

Monmouth  Drive  to 

Jockey  Road  (part) 

1  Oct.  1966 

66.82 

424 

1 

7 

Princess  Alice  Develop- 

ment 

1  Oct.  1966 

57.0 

351 

Bannersgate 

8 

Stirling  Road,  Monmouth 

Drive,  Jockey  Road, 

Chester  Road  North 

1  Oct.  1967 

123.1 

550 

1 

Wylde  Green 

9 

Walmley  Road,  Penns 

Lane,  Wylde  Green 

and 

Road  area 

1  June  1968 

365.0 

498 

36 

Walmley 

10 

Wylde  Green  Road, 

Birmingham  Road  area 

1  Aug.  1968 

78.67 

523 

4 

Hill 

11 

Four  Oaks  Road,  Four  Oaks 

Common,  Butlers  Lane, 

Belwell  Lane,  Lichfield- 

Sutton  Railway 

1  July  1969 

173.0 

838 

27 

Walmley 

12 

Walmley  Road  (H.Dare 

&  Co.  development) 

1  May  1969 

4.8 

50 

Hill 

13 

Streetly  Lane, 

Walsall  Road 

1  Sept.  1969 

178.0 

630 

3 

Hill 

14 

Blackberry  Lane, 

Walsall  Road 

1  July  1971 

96.54 

703 

5 

Trinity 

15 

Boswell  Road  (Ashworth 

&  Steward  Development) 

1  Nov. 1969 

5.88 

47 

Walmley 

16 

The  Makings,  Reddicap 

Heath  Road 

1  June  1970 

2.73 

40 

Walmley 

17 

Walmley  Road  (extension 

of  No.  12) 

1  June  1970 

1.63 

16 

Hill 

18 

Blake  Street,  Blackberry 

Lane 

1  July  1971 

185.0 

716 

18 

Boldmere 

19 

Jockey  Road/Antrobus 

not  yet 

Road  Area 

confirmed 

80.36 

534 

15 

2187.33 

8935 

128 

The  Council's  programme  of  Smoke  Control  envisages  the  inclusion  of  the  whole  of  the  Borough  under 
Smoke  Control  Orders  by  1979.  The  work  of  creating  Smoke  Control  Areas  proceeds  smoothly  and  it  is 
hoped  that  1500  houses  per  year  will  be  included  in  such  areas  until  the  programme  is  completed.  In 
consultation  with  the  Housing  Committee  it  has  been  agreed  that  Corporation  Houses  should  be  phased 
over  the  remainder  of  the  existing  programme  and  included  to  the  extent  of  about  350  houses  per  annum. 

The  anxiety  over  supplies  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  has  continued  during  the  year  and  it  was  expected 
that  some  difficulties  might  arise  during  the  winter  of  1970/71.  Up  to  the  end  of  1970,  however,  the 
winter  had  been  a  comparatively  mild  one  and  there  had  been  few  cases  of  difficulty  in  Sutton  Coldfield. 
This  aspect  of  the  Clean  Air  Programme  will  need  to  be  kept  under  constant  review  in  view  of  the  changing 
fuel  situation. 
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Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  : 


(c) 


During  1970  the  Sutton  Coldfield  Borough  Council  continued  its  membership  of  the  Warwickshire 
Clean  Air  Council  and  subscribed  to  the  activities  of  that  body  particularly  in  connection  with  publicity 
and  administrative  and  technical  matters. 

The  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  issues  a  separate  Annual  Report.  In  addition  to  the  measurement 
of  Atmospheric  Pollution  the  Council  has  given  consideration  during  the  year  to  the  solid  smokeless  fuels 
position,  the  analysis  of  certain  fuel  oils  and  a  number  of  other  matters  concerned  with  the  Clean  Air 
Programme . 

(d)  Furnace  Installations  and  Chimney  Heights  : 

Under  Section  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  the  Council  is  required  to  be  notified  of  the  installation 
of  any  furnace  of  a  capacity  exceeding  55,  000  Btu/hr.  During  the  year  ten  such  notifications  were 
received  four  involving  the  prior  approval  of  such  furnaces.  Under  the  provisions  of  Section  6  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  1968  prior  approval  is  required  in  connection  with  the  chimney  height  of  chimneys  serving 
furnaces  of  a  certain  capacity.  During  the  year  one  such  application  for  approval  was  received  under  the 
terms  of  this  section  and  approval  was  given. 

(e)  The  Introduction  of  New  Legislation  : 

During  the  year  a  number  of  circulars  and  statutory  instruments  were  received  from  the  Ministry  in 
connection  with  air  pollution.  In  the  light  of  the  falling  supplies  of  coke  likely  to  be  available  for  space 
heating  the  Ministry  advised  Local  Authorities  in  their  own  and  general  interest  to  consider  what  steps 
could  be  taken  to  convert  to  other  fuels  coke  using  boiler  plants  in  establishments  maintained  by  them. 

The  Minister  also  advised  Local  Authorities  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  Regional  Office  of  the 
Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation  and  consider  carefully  the  Federation's  advice  about  prospects  for  the 
winter  of  1970  -  71  and  in  the  light  of  that  advice  to  formulate  their  policy  relating  to  Smoke  Control 
Areas.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  the  Statutory  Instruments  received  during  the  year  authorised 
an  imported  fuel  to  be  an  authorised  fuel  within  the  terms  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 


During  the  year  345  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  complaints  regarding  noise.  This  again 
represents  an  increase  on  the  number  of  visits  made  during  the  previous  year  and  is  indicative  of  the 
growing  awareness  of  the  terms  of  the  Act  among  the  general  public.  63  complaints  were  received  27 
of  which  involved  neighbours  and  their  dogs,  29  Industry  and  Commerce  and  7  were  of  a  miscellaneous 
nature.  Besides  the  noise  of  barking  dogs  the  complaints  concerning  neighbours  involved  the  use  of 
radios,  record  players  and  other  musical  instruments  and  noise  arising  from  miscellaneous  leisure  activities. 
In  most  instances  it  is  possible  to  secure  an  improvement  with  the  co-operation  of  the  parties  concerned 
but  a  good  many  complaints  need  careful  investigation  often  out  of  normal  working  hours  and  are  not 
always  easy  of  solution  particularly  when  there  is  friction  between  the  parties  concerned. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  generally  known  that  there  is  a  Bye-Law  in  force  in  the  Borough  dealing 
with  nuisances  arising  from  noisy  animals.  In  complaints  of  this  nature  advice  is  normally  given  by  the 
department  on  the  alternatives  available  to  deal  with  the  complaint  but  the  remedy  is  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  complainant.  Noise  nuisances  from  industry  and  commerce  are  often  much  easier  of  solution. 

Such  complaints  involved  noise  from  compressors  and  fans,  working  operations  in  factories  close  to 
residential  areas,  loud  speakers  in  factories  and  the  like.  This  type  of  complaint  often  arises  where 
industrial  premises  are  sited  very  closely  to  residential  properties.  Occupiers  in  these  residential  areas 
expect  a  degree  of  amenity  as  high  as  that  in  areas  where  no  industrial  premises  exist  and  this  degree  of 
amenity  often  cannot  be  achieved.  By  patient  negotiation  it  is  possible,  however,  to  reach  a  degree  of 
compromise  in  many  cases  which  whilst  not  removing  the  source  of  complaint  will  at  least  minimise  it. 


Section  F 


PLACES  OF  EMPLOYMENT 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 


Factories  Act. 


. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(A)  INSPECTION  AND  REGISTRATION 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  738  premises  on  the  register  and,  of  these,  221  received  a  general 
inspection  during  1970.  Details  of  the  types  of  premises,  inspections  made  and  an  analysis,  by  workplace, 
of  persons  employed  are  given  below 

Registration  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year. 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
general  inspections 
during  the  year. 

Offices 

42 

243 

85 

Retail  Shops 

42 

436 

119 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments 

3 

10 

3 

open  to  the  public,  canteens 

5 

49 

14 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  i 

92 

738 

221 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general  inspections  to 

registered  premises)  -  784 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  at  end  of  year. 


Class  of  Workplace. 

No.  of  persons  employed. 

Offices 

1387 

Retail  Shops 

1953 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

174 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

584 

Canteens 

2 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

- 

Total  : 

4100 

Total  Males  : 

1637 

Total  Females  : 

2463 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  Act  1841  general  inspections  have  been  made,  indicating  that,  on 
average,  each  premises  receives  a  General  Inspection  once  in  a  period  of  2 \  to  3  years.  Approximately  j  of 
the  premises  within  the  Borough  have  now  received  3  general  inspections,  the  remainder  having  received  2. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  in  connection  with  the  non -registration  of  premises,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  maintain  constant  vigilance  to  ensure  that  new  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  are 
notified  by  the  occupier  to  the  local  authority  and  changes  of  occupation  and/or  use  of  premises  are  kept 
under  scrutiny. 

(B)  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFRINGEMENTS 


Generally  ,  during  inspection  of  premises,  it  is  often  found  necessary  to  remind  occupiers  and/or 
employed  persons  of  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  some  provisions  tending  to  be  forgotten  or  overlooked. 
This  is  especially  so  in  shop  premises  where  there  is  a  frequent  movement  and  change  of  employed  persons, 
giving  rise  to  replacements  who  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  Act. 
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As  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table  360  infringements  of  the  Act  were  observed  during 
inspection  which  necessitated  the  service  of  122  informal  notifications.  The  majority  related  to  the 
absence  of  thermometers,  the  failure  to  display  abstracts  of  the  Act  and  unsatisfactory  First  Aid  provisions, 
but  it  was  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  of  work  rooms  and 
sanitary  and  washing  facilities  in  a  number  of  cases.  The  maintenance  of  floors,  stairs  and  passages  in 
a  satisfactory  condition  was  also  a  matter  requiring  closer  attention  in  some  premises. 


Section. 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

15 

16 
17 
22 
24 

49 

50 


Subject.  No.  of 

Infringements. 

Cleanliness  21 

Overcrowding  1 

Temperature.  45 

Ventilation.  11 

Lighting.  4 

San.  facilities.  48 

Washing  facilities.  19 

Drinking  Water.  3 

Clothing  Accommodation.  5 

Facilities  for  eating  meals  1 

Floors,  stairs  8  passages.  34 

Fencing  of  Machinery.  4 

Dangerous  Conditions.  3 

First  Aid  Provisions.  58 

Requirement  to  Register.  21 

Provision  of  Abstract.  64 

O.S.R.P.  (Hoists  8  Lifts) 

Regulations  1968.  18 

Total  :  360 


(C)  COMPLETION  OF  WORK 

During  1970  418  infringements  of  the  Act  were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  since  the  commencement  of  the  Act  940  Preliminary  Notices  have  been 
complied  with  involving  3272  infringements. 

It  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  possible  now  to  maintain  a  high  standard  by  a  continuation 
of  regular  re -inspections. 

(D)  ACCIDENTS 


The  tables  below  indicate  the  nature  and  cause  of  accidents  notified  in  accordance  with 
the  Act  during  1970.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  once  again  no  fatalities  were  reported 
during  the  year.  The  majority  of  the  notified  accidents  occurred  in  shops  and  it  will  be  noted  that 
no  accidents  were  reported  in  relation  to  Office  Premises. 

Although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  received  it  is  apparent  that 
a  proportion  of  employers  are  still  not  fully  aware  of  their  obligations.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  to 
remind  persons  responsible  of  their  duty  to  report  accidents,  where  appropriate,  and  every  shop  in 
which  there  is  a  slicing  machine  has  been  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  Booklet  11  The  Safe  use  of  Food 
Slicing  Machines11  (S.H.W.  14). 


Reported  Accidents. 


Type  of  Workplace. 

No. of  Accidents. 

No.  of  Invest- 

Action  taken. 

Fatal. 

Non-fatal. 

igations . 

Pros. 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice. 

No 

Action 

Offices 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

Retail  Shops 
Wholesale  Shops/ 

- 

7 

7 

* 

- 

2 

4 

Warehouses. 
Catering  Establ. 

~ 

2 

2 

2 

- 

8  Canteens. 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

- 

10 

10 

* 

- 

5 

4 

*  1  pending  at  31.12.1970. 
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Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents. 


Offices . 

Retail 

Shops. 

Wholesale 
Shops  & 
Warehouses. 

Catering 

Establ.  & 

Canteens . 

Total. 

Machinery 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Transport 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Falls  of  Persons 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 
object  or  person. 

_ 

1 

. 

_ 

1 

Handling  Goods. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Struck  by  falling  object. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Use  of  Hand  Tools. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Not  otherwise  specified. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals. 

- 

7 

2 

1 

10 

(E)  PROSECUTIONS . 


There  were  no  prosecutions  during  1970. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  (HOISTS  AND  LIFTS!  REGULATIONS  1968. 

There  are  3  7  lifts  installed  in  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  30  being 
mechanically  operated  and  7  non -mechanically  operated. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  check  that  examination  by  a  competent  person  had  been 
carried  out  as  required  ensuring  that  the  report  of  such  examination  was  available.  Checks  were  made  to 
ascertain  whether  or  not  items  noted  on  the  report  as  requiring  attention  had  been  corrected. 

No  major  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
informal  notices  in  respect  of  eighteen  matters. 

FACTORIES 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Factories  Act  1961  at  the  31st  December,  1970 
was  152  and  during  the  year  25  other  registrable  operations  i.e.  works  of  engineering  and  building 
construction  were  dealt  with  under  the  terms  of  the  Act  thus  bringing  the  total  to  177. 

Routine  inspections  of  factories  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  have  been  maintained  and 
in  addition  during  the  year  one  infringement  was  notified  to  the  department  by  H.M.  District  Inspector 
of  Factories.  Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  H.M.  District  Inspector  of  Factories  leading  to  a 
ready  exchange  of  information  which  is  especially  useful  in  ensuring  that  the  register  of  factories  is  kept 
up  to  date . 


The  general  standard  of  hygiene  maintained  at  factory  premises  was  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
only  minor  infringements  having  been  noted. 


The  number  of  written  notices  during  the  year  was  17  but  in  addition  attention  was  drawn  to 
minor  infringements  verbally,  as  necessary,  by  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1, 2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

3 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 

149 

167 

17 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority. 

25 

51 

Total 

177 

219 

17 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  ; 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 

were  found 

in  which  defects 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M.Insp. 

Bv  H .M. Insp. 

were  instituted. 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(S.  7) 

Insufficient 

4 

2 

None 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

13 

11 

- 

1 

None 

OUTWORKERS. 


At  the  31st  December  1970,  six  persons  were  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  as 
performing  work  of  a  registrable  nature  in  their  own  home. 

The  premises  in  which  work  is  carried  out  are  visited  periodically  and  16  visits  were  made  for 
this  purpose  during  the  year.  No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  noted. 


Nature  of 

Work 

No.  of  Out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  133 

(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 

of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No.  of 

Prosecutions 
for  failing 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 

instances  of 

work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Jewellery  Assembly 

1 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

The  making  of 

boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 
of  paper. 

2 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

The  making  of 
curtains  and 

furniture  hangings 

2 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

The  Manufacture 
of  any  articles  or 
parts  of  articles 
of  brass 

1 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

TOTAL 

6 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Section  G 


HOUSING 


Housing  Conditions 

Sub-standard  Houses 

Schedule  of  Notices 

Slum  Clearance  and  Repair  of  Houses 

Improvement  Grants  and  Areas 

Qualification  Certificates 

Rent  Act  1957 

Corporation  Houses 

Houses  in  Multi-Occupation. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 
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During  1970  there  were  less  housing  units  built  than  the  previous  year.  255  housing  units  were  erected 
this  year  compared  with  349  for  last  year  the  bulk  being  private  enterprise  housing. 


Dwellings  handed  over  to  the  Corporation  during  1970  .  .  73 

Houses  and  flats  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1970  .  .  182 
Total  houses  erected  in  1970  .  .  255 

Corporation  Housing  as  at  31/12/1970 

Temporary  houses  completed  .  .  .  .  .  .  100 

Permanent  dwellings  completed  1945-70  .  .  .  .  3566 

Permanent  dwellings  erected  prior  to  1945  .  .  .  .  594 

Total  houses  erected  by  Council  to  31/12/70  4260 


Permanent  dwellings  under  construction  at  31/12/1970  102 

Private  Enterprise  Housing  as  at  31/12/1970 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  completed  since  1/8/1945  9,  794 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  .  .  .  .  286 


Year 

Inhabited  Houses 

Mid-Year 

Population 

Mid-Year 

Persons  per 

Occupied  House 

1947 

13,618 

45, 280 

3.325 

1948 

13,  887 

46, 190 

3.  326 

1949 

14,  155 

46,580 

3.  291 

1950 

14,  391 

47,440 

3.  296 

1951 

14,  871 

47,  790 

3.  214 

1952 

15,016 

48,  180 

3.  209 

1953 

15,446 

48,670 

3.  151 

1954 

16,008 

4  9,  780 

3.  109 

1955 

16,  801 

50,  630 

3.014 

1956 

17,  497 

52,  510 

3.001 

1957 

18,485 

55,950 

3.  028 

1958 

19,600 

58,670 

2,993 

1959 

20,912 

61, 980 

2.  964 

1960 

22,041 

64  ,  760 

2.938 

1961 

23,071 

72,  720 

3.152 

1962 

23,521 

75,  220 

3.198 

1963 

24, 048 

76,570 

3.184 

1964 

24,  597 

77,  980 

3,170 

1965 

24,  910 

79, 210 

3.179 

1966 

25, 250 

80,440 

3.186 

1967 

26,  300 

81,630 

3,104 

1968 

26,980 

82,  040 

3,041 

1969 

27,  463 

82, 220 

2.994 

1970 

27,  902 

82,010 

2,939 

SUB-STANDARD  HOUSES 


Clearance  of  houses  in  accordance  with  the  Council's  programme  proceeded  during  the  year. 
Five  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  as  follows  : 

In  Clearance  Areas  :  None 

Individual  Houses  :  76,  Boldmere  Road, 

Yew  Tree  Cottage,  90,  Hill  Hook  Road. 

2  and  3  Clifton  Street, 

Poplar  Cottage,  Ox  Leys  Road. 

SCHEDULE  OF  HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

NOTICES  DEALT  WITH  -  1970 


Outstanding 

at 

31.12.69 

Served 

1970 

Outstanding 

at 

31.12. 70 

Written 

off 

1970 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  : 

Public  Health  Acts 

38 

86 

14 

110 

Housing  Acts 

4 

8 

4 

8 

FORMAL  NOTICES  : 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

S.24 

— 

2 

2 

S.  39 

1 

7 

2 

6 

S .  45 

- 

1 

- 

1 

S.  75 

1 

2 

- 

3 

S .  83 

- 

1 

1 

— 

S .  93 

7 

22 

6 

23 

Public  Health  Act  1961 

S .  1 7 

- 

29 

— 

29 

S.  18 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Housing  Act  1957 

S.170 

1 

7 

- 

8 

Housing  Act  1961 

S.  15 

2 

5 

4 

3 

S.  16 

7 

8 

9 

6 

Housing  Act  1964 

S.  15 

50 

- 

37 

13 

S.  17 

85 

1 

75 

11 

S.  19 

2 

11 

5 

8 

156 

97 

139 

114 

(Extract  from  Housing  Form 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  AND  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 


(a)  Improvement  Grants  : 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
but  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  departments  in  connection  with  the  potential  life  of  properties 
which  are  the  subject  of  Improvement  Grant  procedure. 

(b)  Housing  Act  1964  -  Improvement  Areas : 

Sections  13  to  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1964  have  been  repealed  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act  1969  thus  halting  the  Council's  Improvement  Area  Programme. 

Most  of  this  programme,  however,  was  fulfilled  and  informal  action  has  been  taken  in 
respect  of  the  remaining  outstanding  proposed  areas,  either  to  persuade  owners  to  install  amenities  or 
alternatively  to  encourage  tenants  to  exercise  their  individual  rights  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing 
Act  1964. 


Whilst  the  improvement  provisions  were  in  force,  the  Council  declared  26  Improvement 
Areas  in  the  Town,  involving  1067  houses.  Of  these  420  lacked  standard  amenities  and  this  number 
included  252  tenanted  properties,  appropriate  Notices  being  served  in  respect  of  these. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1970  114  had  been  provided  with  amenities  as  a  result  of  service  of 
Immediate  Notices  and  the  42  remaining  outstanding  were  in  varying  stages  towards  completion.  It 
is  also  worth  noting  that  80  out  of  168  owner  occupied  houses  within  areas  have  been  improved 
voluntarily  since  the  commencement  of  the  programme  and  25  of  the  95  tenanted  premises  which 
were  the  subjects  of  Suspended  Notices  have  also  been  brought  up  to  standard. 

It  is  felt  that  these  provisions  served  a  most  useful  purpose  and  could  with  patience  be 
used  to  secure  the  installation  of  modern  amenities  in  the  older  type  of  dwellings. 


IMPROVEMENT  AREAS  INTRODUCED  1966  -  1969 

UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT  1964. 
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Area 

Properties 

Included. 

No. 

of  Dwellings. 

Notices 

Served  - 

Tenanted 

Dwellings. 

In  Area. 

Lacking 

Amenities. 

0/0 

Tenant 

1mm. 

Susp. 

Beech  Road 

2-30 

1-31 

27 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

Boldmere  Road  (No.  1) 

13  7-191 

26  ) 

10 

10 

5 

5 

Boldmere  Road  (No.  2) 

366-3  76 

359-409 

26  ) 

Coles  Lane 

16-98 

1-145 

114 

26 

17 

10 

7 

Coleshill  Road 

18-24 

28  -32 

7 

1 

2 

2 

Driffold  Villas,  Church  Road 

1  -12  (Consec). 

12 

- 

7 

3 

4 

Elms  Road 

2-36 

18 

6 

3 

3 

— 

Florence  Avenue 

2-22 

1-21 

22 

- 

22* 

17 

4 

Four  Oaks  Common  Road 

60-98 

20 

8 

10 

7 

3 

Green  Lanes 

10-80 

15  -35 

44 

9 

4 

3 

1 

Highbridge  Road 

222  -292 

247  -317 

66 

7 

11 

6 

5 

Holifast  Road 

1  -43 

23 

5 

3 

— 

3 

Holland  Road 

(  46-124 

(  2  Coles  Lane 

40 

8 

10 

3 

7 

Hollyfield  Road 

2-12 

9  -15 

10 

- 

6 

6 

— 

Jockey  Road 

261-429 

435  -501 

120 

8 

26 

12 

14 

Lime  Grove 

2  -20 

1  -37 

29 

7 

10 

9 

1 

Marston  Road 

2-10 

25  -47 

17 

4 

2 

- 

2 

Mere  Green  Road 

78  -120 

81  -131 

52 

8 

8 

6 

2 

Park  Road  etc. 

(  21  -69  Park  Road  ) 

96 

7 

23 

20 

3 

(  2  -52  &  1  - 

-49  Lyndon  Rd. ) 

(  1  -21a  (consec).  Tudor 

Rd.) 

(  1  -5  Uppe 

r  Clifton  Road  ) 

Reddicap  Heath  Road 

41  -109 

35 

7 

8 

3 

5 

Riland  Avenue  &  Grove 

(  2  -24  &  1  - 

19  Riland  Av 

.  )  50 

9 

17 

7 

10 

(  2  -30  8  1- 

25  Riland  Gr 

•  ) 

Riland  Road 

2  -56 

3  -85 

69 

9 

31 

18 

13 

Sheffield  Road 

2  -96 

3  -87 

84 

20 

3 

3 

— 

Slade  Road 

99  -121 

12 

2 

2 

2 

- 

Sycamore  Road 

6  -44 

1  -27a 

36 

5 

5 

4 

1 

Yew  Tree  Road 

1  -23 

12 

10 

7 

3 

Totals 

1067 

168 

252* 

156 

95 

420 

251 

*  1  dwelling  vacant. 


(C) 


Housing  Act  1964  -  Dwellings  outside  Improvement  Areas  : 


Section  19  of  the  Act,  relating  to  the  provision  of  standard  amenities  to  individual  dwellings 
continues  in  force  and  since  coming  into  operation  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  12  Immediate  Improvement 
Notices  have  been  served. 

(d)  Housing  Act  1969  -  General  Improvement  Areas  ; 

A  preliminary  survey  of  a  pilot  area  of  approximately  120  houses  was  authorised  by  the 
Council  in  1970,  where  it  appeared  that  living  and  environmental  conditions  could  be  improved  and  that 
the  improvement  could  be  effected  or  assisted  by  the  exercise,  by  the  Local  Authority,  of  powers  under 
Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act  1969. 

This  survey  has  been  carried  out  and  a  joint  Report  by  the  Officers  concerned  is  in  the  process 
of  being  prepared. 

(e)  Extract  from  Housing  Returns  (Form  p  22)  for  the  Year  1970. 

General  Improvement  Areas. 

(Part  II,  Housing  Act  1969)  -  None 

Compulsory  Improvement 

(Part  II,  Housing  Act,  1964) 

Single  Tenanted  Dwellings  (Section  19)  : 

No.  of  Improvement  Notices  served  for 
dwellings  outside  General  Improvement 
Areas  -  3; 

HOUSING  ACT  1969  PART  III  -  RETURN  OF  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES. 


The  following  extract  from  returns  made  in  accordance  with  paragraph  23  of  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circular  66/69  shows  the  number  of  Qualification  Certificates  which  have 
been  issued,  since  the  commencement  of  the  Act  on  the  25th  August  1969  to  the  end  of  1970. 

Improvement  Cases 


1.  No.  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under  section  44(2)  under  consideration 
at  end  of  period 

2.  No.  of  Certificates  of  provisional  approval  issued 

3.  No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  under  section  46(3)  _ 

Standard  Amenities  already  provided. 


3 


27 


NIL 


4.  No.  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under  Section  44(1) 

under  consideration  at  end  of  period  68 

5.  No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  under  section  45(2)  in  respect  of 


(1)  Dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £  90  or  more  in  Greater  London  or  of 

£  60or  more  elsewhere.  12 

(2)  Dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £60  to  less  than  £  90  in  Greater  London 

or  of  £  40  to  less  than  £60  elsewhere  1 

(3)  Dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  less  than  £60  in  Greater  London 

or  less  than  £  40  elsewhere  _ 1 

6-  No.  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  refused  under  Section  44  (1)  _ 8_ 


Exemption  for  Low  Income  Tenants  from  Section  54 


7. 


No.  of  Certificates  issued  under  section  55 


NIL 
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RENT  ACT  1968 


No  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  this  legislation  and  no  applications  for 
certificates  of  disrepair  were  received. 

CORPORATION  HOUSES . 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Housing  Committee,  Corporation  houses  are 
inspected  as  a  routine  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  During  the  year  1155  visits  were  made  to 
Corporation  houses  and  680  received  a  routine  inspection. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTI-OCCUPATION 


During  the  year  346  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  houses  in  multi-occupation  and  at 
31st  December  1970,  47  houses  were  known  to  be  in  multi-occupation  in  the  Borough. 

The  Council  has  laid  down  standards  to  be  complied  with  in  connection  with  Section  15  of  the 
Housing  Act  1961  and  regular  inspections  of  houses  in  multi-occupation  are  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  to  ensure  that  the  standards  are  adhered  to. 

There  are  extensive  powers  for  controlling  houses  in  multi-occupation  ranging  from  the 
provision  and  maintenance  of  amenities  to  the  introduction  of  Management  Orders  and  if  necessary 
Control  Orders  where  1  houses  fall  below  acceptable  standards. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  of  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  all  known 
houses  in  multi -occupation  are  surveyed  to  ensure  that  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are  adequate  and 
Notices  are  served  where  necessary  to  bring  the  houses  up  to  a  standard  recommended  by  the  Fire  Officer. 
During  the  year  eight  Notices  were  served  to  improve  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  and  five  Notices 
were  served  to  provide  improved  facilities  in  houses  in  multi-occupation. 
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Section  H 


CONTROL  OF  FOOD 


Inspection  and  Supervision 
Classification  of  Food  Premises 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  -  Premises,  Stalls 
and  Vehicles 

Ice  Cream,  Cream,  Liquid  Egg,  Bacteriological  Swabbing 
Preserved  Food  Premises 
Milk  Supply 

Unsound  Food  and  Food  Complaints 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examination  of  Food 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  premises  and  supplies  continues  to  form  an  important 
part  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate's  work.  The  responsibilities  in  these  connections  are  discharged 
in  various  ways  including 

1.  Regular  routine  inspections  of  all  classes  of  food  businesses. 

2.  Sampling  of  food  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis. 

3.  The  education  in  matters  relating  to  food  hygiene  of 
all  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food. 

Unhygienic  practices  in  the  preparation,  handling,  transport  and  delivery  of  food  can  easily 
affect  its  cleanliness  and  purity.  Whilst  no  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year,  it  was 
necessary  on  occasions  to  remind  persons  responsible  of  the  requirements  of  the  food  hygiene  legislation 
and  it  is  felt  the  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  continues  to  be  a  necessary  function  in  order  that 
a  high  standard  can  be  maintained. 

The  quality  of  food  can  be  adversely  affected  by  chemical  and/or  bacteriological 
contamination  and  samples  are  regularly  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  to  the  Borough  Analyst  for  examination  for  possible  adulteration, 
excess  preservatives,  harmful  chemical  substances  and  for  contraventions  of  legal  requirements  in 
relation  to  labelling.  The  technology  of  food  now  has  become  so  complex  that  it  is  necessary  for 
constant  vigilance  and  control  to  be  maintained  to  ensure  as  far  as  possible  that  no  detrimental  or 
harmful  substances  are  introduced  into  food.  It  is  also  a  necessary  part  of  the  department's  work  to  ensure 
that  shopkeepers  and  owners  of  other  types  of  food  premises  are  kept  aware  of  their  legal  responsibilities. 

The  flow  of  new  and  amending  legislation  in  relation  to  food  continued  during  the  year  and 
new  regulations  coming  into  force  included  the  Cream  Regulations  1970  and  the  Cheese  Regulations 
1970.  New  important  regulations,  the  Labelling  of  Food  Regulations  1970,  which  contained  new  and 
amending  provisions  affecting  the  labelling  of  food  were  also  passed  during  the  year  but  do  not,  in  the 
main,  come  into  force  until  the  beginning  of  1973. 

Health  and  Food  Hygiene  Education  has  been  continued  whenever  possible  in  order  to  explain 
to  persons  engaged  in  the  Food  Trade  the  requirements  of  legislation  and  to  demonstrate  good  food 
hygiene  practices.  Talks  have  also  been  given  to  schools,  student  nurses  and  other  groups  of  people  on 
the  subject  of  Food  Hygiene. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  BY  PRIMARY  TRADE  las  at  31.12.701 


Category 

Number  of  Premises. 

Bakers'  Shops 

16 

Butchers'  Shops 

44 

Chemists'  Shops 

18 

Fish  -  Fried  Shops 

7 

Fish  -  Wet  Shops 

5 

Greengrocers'  Shops 

36 

Grocers'  and  General  Stores 

73 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

1 

Sweet  Shops 

49 

Wines/Off  Licence  shops 

25 

Bakehouses 

5 

Hotel/Restaurant/  Cafe/Canteen 

55 

Public  Houses 

27 

Licensed  Club 

33 

Preserved  Food  Manufacturers 

4 

Schools  Meals  Centres 

50 

Public  Halls  (with  catering  facilities) 

32 

Food  Factories/Warehouses 

7 

Dairies  and  Milk  Depots 

1 

Park  Stalls 

5 

Total 

493 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


(a)  Improvement  of  Food  Premises 

During  the  year  1, 306  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  attention  was  drawn  to  181 
unsatisfactory  conditions  which  were  found  in  the  process  of  inspections. 


Unsatisfactory  Conditions  Found  1970 


F.H.  Reg. 
No. 

Total 

Insanitary  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

5 

3 

Cleanliness  of  equipment 

6 

14 

Protection  of  food  from  risk  of  contamination 

8 

8 

Personal  cleanliness  of  persons  handling  food 

9 

2 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . . 

14 

32 

Provision  of  wash  hand  basins  etc. 

16 

14 

Provision  of  First  Aid  materials 

17 

2 

Accommodation  for  clothing  .  . 

18 

1 

Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 

(prov.  of  sinks) 

19 

3 

Cleanliness  and  repair  of  food  rooms  . . 

23 

99 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

24 

2 

Storage  temperature  of  certain  foods  .  . 

25 

1 

181 

(b)  Mobile  Food  Vehicles 

The  standard  of  repair  and  cleanliness  of  food  vehicles  inspected  in  the  Borough  was  found 
to  be  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  it  was  necessary  on  occasions,  to  draw  attention  to  unsatisfactory 
conditions  as  indicated  in  the  following  table. 

The  tracing  for  re  inspection  of  vehicles  in  which  contraventions  had  been  noted  still  poses 
a  problem  in  some  instances  and  it  would  appear  that  once  their  condition  is  observed  upon  they  are 
removed  from  use  within  this  district. 


Unsatisfactory  Conditions  Found. 


Food  Hygiene 

Total 

(M,  S  &  DVJRegn. 

No. 

Cleanliness  &  Repair  of  Delivery  Vehicles 

5 

8 

Protection  of  Food  from  risk  of  Contamination 

7 

1 

Provision  of  Protective  Clothing 

9 

1 

Carriage  and  Wrapping  of  Food 

10 

1 

Absence  of  Name  and  Address  on  Vehicle 

13 

9 

Provision  of  Wash-Hand  Basin 

16  (1) 

4 

Provision  of  Hot  Water  to  Wash-Hand  Basin  . . 

16  (2) 

7 

Provision  of  Soap,  Towels,  etc.  to  Wash-Hand  Basin. 

16  (3) 

6 

Cleanliness  of  Wash-Hand  Basin 

16  (4) 

3 

Provision  of  First  Aid  Materials  .  .  . .  . . 

17 

7 

Facilities  for  Washing  Food  &  Equipment  (Provn.  of  Sink) 

18 

1 

Insufficient  Receptacles  for  Carriage  of  Meat  Offal. 

23 

1 

49 

ICE  CREAM. 


(a)  Registered  Premises 

9  Premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  during  1970,  bringing  the  total 
registration  certificates  in  force  to  257. 

The  premises  concerned  consist  of 


Registered  for  manufacture  only 
Registered  for  manufacture  and  sale 
Registered  for  sale  only 


In  use  Not  in  use 

1 

10  10 

167  69 


A  number  of  catering  premises  and  clubs  etc.,  exempt  from  registration,  also  sell  the  product 
and  there  are  several  mobile  traders  frequenting  the  Borough. 


All  registered  premises  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  as  a  routine  and  for  record  purposes  such 
inspections  are  noted  under  the  principal  trade  of  the  premises  concerned. 

(b)  Sampling. 

The  routine  bacteriological  sampling  of  ice  cream  has  continued,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
out  of  the  121  samples  obtained,  none  fell  within  the  Grade  4  category  and  only  two  within  Grade  3. 

Soft  ice  cream,  which  by  the  method  of  its  manufacture,  requires  strict  control,  is  now  only 
retailed  within  the  Borough  by  mobile  traders.  Due  to  their  irregular  trading  hours,  it  has  again  been 

found  difficult  to  inspect  the  vehicles  and  take  samples,  but  the  two  samples  obtained  both  yielded 
satisfactory  results. 

For  the  purpose  of  testmg,  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test,  recommended  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  is  employed.  Grades  1  and  2  are  normally  considered  as  satisfactory,  Grade 
3  as  doubtful,  and  Grade  4  as  unsatisfactory. 

Details  of  the  year's  sampling  are  summarised  below 


No. 

Taken 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

Not 

Tested. 

Soft  Ice  Cream. 

Manufacturers 

Nil 

Mobile  Traders 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ordinary  Ice  Cream 

From  Retailers  : 

Shops 

93 

72 

20 

1 

Mobile  Traders 

1 

1 

From  Catering  &  Non 
Registered  premises 

25 

17 

8 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

121 

91 

28 

2 

- 

98.3% 

1 . 7% 
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CREAM. 

No  legal  requirements  exist  in  relation  to  the  bacteriological  purity  of  cream  or  for  its  heat 
treatment. 

Some  difficulty  arises  through  shopkeepers  not  being  aware  of  short  shelf  life  of  fresh  cream,  even 
under  good  storage  conditions  and  it  is  essential  that  retailers  are  aware  of  proper  methods  of  marketing 
this  commodity  and  avoid  the  danger  of  overstocking. 

The  policy  of  random  sampling  for  bacteriological  quality  from  shops,  hotels,  catering 
establishments  and  delivery  vehicles  continued  during  the  year  and  generally  speaking  the  results  were 
regarded  as  satisfactory .  In  the  absence  of  a  legal  standard,  retailers  were  given  advice  where  samples 
fell  short  of  the  recommended  provisional  standard. 

As  with  ice  cream,  for  the  purpose  of  testing,  the  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test  recommended 
by  the  Laboratory  Services  is  used.  Grades  1  and  2  are  normally  considered  satisfactory,  grade  3  doubtful 
and  grade  4  unsatisfactory. 


SAMPLING  -  CREAM. 


Grading 

♦ 

Time  taken  to 

Decolourise 

» 

Methylene  Blue 

Vans 

Shops 

Food  Preparing 
Premises 

(Restaurants  etc.' 

Total 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Grade  4 

0 

3 

7.3 

2 

4.  7 

4 

12.9 

9 

7.8 

Grade  3 

j  -  2  hrs 

7 

17.1 

5 

11.6 

6 

19.3 

18 

15.6 

Grade  2 

2^-4  hrs 

14 

34.2 

10 

23.2 

7 

22.6 

31 

27.0 

Grade  1 

4  hrs  + 

17 

41.4 

26 

60.5 

14 

45.2 

57 

49.6 

41 

43 

31 

115 

LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 


There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  within  the  Borough  and  it  would  appear  that  this 
product  is  no  longer  being  used  in  food  preparation  premises. 

No  samples  were  obtained  during  1970. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  SWABBING 


Bacteriological  swabbing  in  food  retailing  and  food  preparation  premises  was  again 
carried  out  throughout  the  year  and  in  some  cases  the  necessity  for  continual  vigilance  in  the 
supervision  of  washing  up  and  cleaning  methods  was  revealed. 

Where  poor  results  were  obtained,  advice  was  given  to  the  persons  concerned  on  the 
correct  procedures  to  be  adopted  in  the  cleaning  of  drinking  vessels,  cutlery,  crockery  and  equipment, 
and  subsequent  swabbing  invariably  revealed  a  marked  improvement  in  standards. 

FOOD  PREMISES  -  SWABS 


Count  of  Cols 
 o 

G 

lasses 

Cutlery 

Crockery 

Equipment 

Totals 

at  3  7  C 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Sterile 

11 

39.3 

10 

71.4 

16 

39.0 

7 

15.6 

44 

34.4 

1  -  100 

4 

14.3 

- 

- 

9 

22.0 

8 

17.8 

21 

16.4 

101  -  500 

2 

7.1 

1 

7.2 

1 

2.4 

6 

13.3 

10 

7.8 

501  -  1000 

1 

3.6 

- 

- 

2 

4.9 

2 

4.4 

5 

3.9 

1001  -  10,000 

6 

21.4 

3 

21.4 

6 

14.6 

8 

17.8 

23 

18.0 

10,001  + 

4 

14.3 

— 

“ 

7 

17.1 

14 

31.1 

25 

19.5 

Total 

28 

14 

41 

45 

128 

Void  Swabs 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Grand  Total 

28 

14 

41 

49 

132 

PRESERVED  FOOD 


One  new  registration  was  effected  during  1970  under  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  there  are  now  76  premises  within  the  Borough  registered  for  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 

Regular  routine  inspections  are  carried  out  as  part  of  the  general  inspection  programme 

of  food  premises. 


The  primary  business  of  the  premises  registered  is  as  follows: 


Butcher  .  .  . .  .  .  25 

Cooked  meat  . .  .  .  . .  7 

Bakehouse  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Grocer  .  .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Fried  Fish  . .  . .  .  .  q 

Wet  Fish  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Premises  no  longer  in  use  . .  27 


MILK  SUPPLY 


(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations.  1959 

Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  Borough  at  31st  December  1970. 

Resident  in  the  Borough  (Article  81. 

Producing  and  retailing  None 

Retailing  only  4 

Shopkeepers  retailing  bottled 
milk  only 


45 


Resident  outside  Borough. 


Retailing  only  6 

Registered  Dairies  in  the  Borough 

(Article  8)  4 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations.  1963  -  65 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  at  31st  December,  1970. 

Dealers'  pre-packed  licences: 


(a)  To  sell  pasteurised  &  sterilised  milk  36 

(b)  To  sell  sterilised  milk  5 

(c)  To  sell  ultra  heat  treated,  pasteurised  &  sterilised  milk  6 

(d)  To  sell  ultra  heat  treated  milk  only.  1 

(e)  To  sell  ultra  heat  treated  and  pasteurised  milk  1 


All  Dealers'  Licences  expire  on  31st  December,  1970  being  granted  for  periods  up  to  five 

years, 


CONTROL  AND  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MILK 


The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  continued  to  exercise  control  over  the  production 
of  milk  whilst  the  Local  Authority  retained  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  the  treatment  and 
distribution,  which  latter  is  achieved  by  the  inspection  of  treatment  plants  and  premises  and  the  transport 
of  milk  together  with  the  frequent  sampling  in  course  of  distribution  to  the  consumer.  The  following 
tables  indicate  the  sampling  activities  during  the  year: 


MILK  SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
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MILK  SUPPLIES  -  BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 


There  are  no  longer  any  producer  retailers  of  untreated  milk  in  the  Borough,  the  whole  of  the 
milk  supplies  produced  going  for  heat  treatment. 

Samples  continued  to  be  taken  at  producers'  premises  and  as  a  precautionary  measure,  in 
addition  to  biological  and  anti-biotic  examination,  tests  for  the  presence  of  brucella  abortus  were 
carried  out. 

Results  of  positive  cultures  are  notified  to  the  farmers  concerned  and  also  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  action  from  an  animal  health  point  of  view. 


Herd  Samples 

Total 

Ring  Test 

Culture 

Pos . 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

40 

9 

31 

- 

8 

Individual  Samples 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

40 

9 

31 

- 

8 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  of  food  is  confined  to  examination  in  retail  shops,  wholesale  warehouses  and 
food  preparation  premises,  there  being  no  slaughtering  of  food  animals  within  the  Borough. 

A  system  of  voluntary  surrender  by  traders  of  food  unfit  or  unsuitable  for  human  consumption  is 
operated,  certificates  to  this  effect  being  issued  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  and  the  food  is 
removed  to  the  Corporation's  Refuse  Disposal  Plant  for  destruction  by  incineration. 

Food  found  unfit  at  retail  shops  and  warehouses,  etc.  during  1970  is  indicated  in  the  table 
below: 


No.  of 

Cans 

lbs. 

ozs 

Raw  Meat  .  . 

_ 

46 

8 

Canned  Meat 

88 

484 

13 

Meat  Products  (Other  than  canned) 

- 

7 

- 

Canned  Food  (Other  than  canned  meat) 

1849 

1629 

6 

Raw  Fruit  and  vegetables 

.  - 

33 

- 

Frozen  F ood 

- 

3  743 

3 

Totals: 

1937 

5943 

14 

Total  weight  surrendered  -  2  tons.  13  cwt.  7  lbs  14  oz. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Bacteriological 

An  excellent  relationship  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  (Director  : 

Dr.  J.G.P.  Hutchison)  and  the  Department  has  continued  and  samples  requiring  bacteriological 
examination  are  submitted  to  this  Laboratory. 

A  total  of  790  samples  and  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  as  detailed  over: 
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Food: 


Milk  -  Bacteriological 


97 


(Biological 

(Anti -Biotic 

(Brucella  Abortus  (Bulk) 


40 


Water  -  Drinking 
Ice  Cream 
Lolly  Ices 
Cream 

Desiccated  Coconut 
Artificial  Cream 


45 

121 

38 

115 

21 

6 


Vegetable  Marrow 
Bacon,  Meat  etc. 
Milk  G  Dairy  Products 
Yoghurt 
Complete  Meal 


1 

2 

3 

1 

1 


8 


Other  Samples 
or  specimens 


Swimming  Bath  Water 
Misc.  Water 

Faeces  submitted  by  Public  Health 


16 

27 


Department 


116 

8 

132 


Faeces  submitted  by  Local  Practitioners 
Swabs,  Food  Premises 


790 


Chemical 


Analyses  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and 
regulations  made  thereunder  are  undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  Council  (R.  K.  Chalmers,  Esq. , 

B* Sc. ,  M.  Chem.  A. ,  F.R.I.C.,  M.Inst.  W.P.C.  of  Messrs.  Bostock,  Hill  and  Rigby)  who  also  carries 
out  examinations,  when  required,  of  foods  which  are  the  subjects  of  consumers  complaints. 

Mr.  Chalmers  has  given  the  following  commentary  on  the  year's  work: 

"The  years'  sampling  covered  an  interesting  and  representative  range  of  foods,  and  the  fact  that 
some  fault  was  found  in  12  of  the  160  samples  taken  shows  the  need  for  a  continuing  check  on  the  food  on 
sale  in  the  Borough. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  remembered  that  the  use  of  cyclamates  in  food  was  banned  on  a  world -wide  scale 
towards  the  end  of  1969,  and  the  date  of  operation  of  the  prohibition  of  its  use  in  this  country  was 
1st  January,  1970.  A  sample  of  Lime  Juice  Cordial  taken  shortly  afterwards  contained  the  sweetening  agent, 
however,  and  this  sample  was  condemned.  No  doubt  it  was  made  before  the  use  of  the  material  was 
considered  to  be  suspect,  but  its  sale  in  1970  was  still  illegal. 

The  label  on  a  sample  of  nerve  tonic  suggested  that  orange  juice  was  present  whereas  the  tonic  only 
contained  orange  flavouring,  and  in  a  somewhat  similar  case  a  sample  of  Apricot  Wine  was  in  fact  shown 
to  be  only  a  flavoured  wine  but  the  word  "flavour"  was  inconspicuous .  Rum  and  butter  chunks  which  had 
never  seen  the  contents  of  a  rum  bottle  and  cherry  wine  with  no  cherries  should  also  have  been  marked  to 
show  that  they  were  only  flavoured  articles.  In  all  of  these  cases  the  manufacturers  readily  altered  their 
labels  when  the  error  was  pointed  out  to  them. 

Meat  pies  of  a  certain  size  must  contain  at  least  25%  meat.  A  sample  marked  as  steak  and  kidney  pie 
contained  only  20%  meat,  and  it  was  in  fact  a  meat  and  potato  pie  for  which  the  standard  of  meat  content 
is  somewhat  lower.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  this  sort  of  confusion  will  not  occur  again  with  this  particular 
make  of  pies. 

contraventions  of  the  Preservatives  Regulations  included  an  unusual  example  of  sulphur  dioxide 
in  a  milk  shake  syrup  which  appeared  to  be  an  isolated  instance  since  a  repeat  sample  was  satisfactory.  The 
lack  of  a  notice  declaring  the  presence  of  preservative  in  sausages  was  not  so  unusual. 


More  than  half  of  the  complaint  samples  from  members  of  the  public  examined  in  the  laboratory 
consisted  of  bread  or  other  flour  confectionery,  and  this  proportion  appears  to  be  all  too  common.  The 
examination  of  these  samples  is  always  carried  out  with  great  care,  partly  because  the  work  may  have 
to  be  quoted  in  Court  but  also  to  determine  whether  a  suspicion  is  justified,  as  it  was  not  for  instance 
when  suspected  rat  droppings  on  an  iced  bun  proved  to  be  burnt  flour  substance. 

One  of  the  complaint  samples  consisted  of  orangeade  contaminated  with  a  trace  of  disinfectant 
which  was  derived  from  the  rubber  washer  on  the  stopper,  and  this  stopper  had  no  doubt  been  misused 
before  return  to  the  manufacturer.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  increasing  use  of  one -trip  bottles  and  non¬ 
return  stoppers  will  overcome  this  type  of  complaint  in  due  course. 

No  compositional  errors  were  found  in  the  drugs  examined,  but  one  sample  of  intestinal  evacuant 
arising  as  the  result  of  a  complaint  contained  some  rather  unusual  clumps  of  earthy  matter  which  had 
the  appearance  of  stones.  A  small  amount  of  earthy  matter  is  permitted  in  some  of  the  natural  herbal 
ingredients  of  this  product,  but  it  is  normally  finely  divided  and  not  objectionable." 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING  -  1970 
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FOOD; 


No.  of  Samples 

Results 

Samples  of 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Alcoholic  Drinks 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Baby  Foods 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Beverages. 

- 

4 

4 

4 

Bread 

- 

7 

7 

7 

Butter 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Cakes  &  Cake  Decorations. 

- 

4 

4 

4 

Cheese  &  Cheese  products 

- 

6 

6 

6 

Chocolate  products 

- 

6 

6 

6 

Colouring  &  Flavouring 

- 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Confectionery 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Condiments  &  Sauces 

- 

6 

6 

6 

Cream  &  Cream  products 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Curry  Powder 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  &  Fish  products. 

- 

6 

6 

6 

Fruit  Canned. 

- 

4 

4 

4 

Fruit  Dried 

- 

9 

9 

9 

Jellies 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Lard 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Meat  Fresh 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Meat  Products 

- 

16 

16 

15 

1 

Meat  Products,  Canned 

- 

5 

5 

5 

Milk 

7 

3 

10 

10 

Nuts 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Preserves 

- 

8 

8 

8 

Sausages 

- 

5 

5 

3 

2 

Shandy 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Soft  Drinks 

- 

16 

16 

14 

2 

Soup 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Spirits 

6 

- 

6 

5 

1 

Spreads 

- 

6 

6 

6 

Suet,  Shredded  Beef 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Sugar  &  Sweeteners 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Toffee  &  Sweets 

Vegetable  products 

- 

5 

2 

5 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Wine  &  Wine  Making  products 

- 

7 

7 

4 

3 

Y  oghurt 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Total  (to.  summary) 

13 

159 

172 

160 

12 

93% 

7% 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 


DRUGS  &  MEDICINES,  etc. 


Samples  of 

No. 

of  samples 

Total 

Results 

Formal 

Informal 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Cold  Reliefs. 

2 

2 

2 

Cough  Mixtures  &  Syrups 

- 

3 

3 

3 

- 

Glucose 

r- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Glycerine,  Lemon  &  Honey 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Headache  &  Migraine  Tablets 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Laxatives  &  Evacuants 

3 

3 

3 

_ 

Menthol  Bpc  &  Eucalyptus  Bpc  Sweets 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Nerve  Tonic 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Slimming  Aids 

- 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Thymol  Glycerin 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Travel  Sickness  Tablets  * 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Vitanut  Special 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Vitamin  'C'  Health  Drinks 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Yeast  Tablets 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Total  (to  Summary). 

- 

23 

23 

22 

1 

95 . 7% 

4.3% 

Summary. 


Food 

Drugs  &  Medicines,  etc. 

13 

159 

23 

172 

23 

160 

22 

12 

1 

13 

182 

195 

182 

13 

Overall  %  of  unsatisfactory  samples  =  6. 15% 
WATER  SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


Swimming  Baths. 
Mains  Supplies 


Bact. 

Chemical 

Total 

2 

4 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

6 

One  sample  submitted  was  not  tested. 
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SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  REPORTED  AS  UNSATISFACTORY  -  1970 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

F/I 

Nature  of  Deficiency. 

Action  taken. 

12/1/70 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

I 

Containing  cyclamate 
contrary  to  Artificial 
Sweeteners  in  Food  Regns. 
1969. 

Manufacturer  and 

retailer  warned. 

26/1/70 

Nerve  tonic  in 

Orange  Syrup. 

I 

Label  not  in  accordance 
with  Labelling  of  Food 

Order  1953 . 

Letter  to 

Manufacturer  - 
label  re-designed. 

36/1/70 

Steak  and  Kidney  pie 

I 

Meat  content  below 

requirement  of  Meat  Pie 
&  Sausage  Roll  Regns.  1967 

Warning  to  Manu¬ 
facturer  -  appropriate 
action  taken  to  avoid 

further  confusion  as 
to  contents  of  pies. 

43/1/70 

Apricot  Wine  (Flavour) 

I 

Label  not  in  accordance 
with  Labelling  of  Food 

Order  1953 . 

Warning  to  manu¬ 
facturer  -  label  re¬ 
designed. 

63/1/70 

Rum  and  Butter  Chunk 

5  I 

No  evidence  of  presence 
of  rum  -  commodity 
wrongly  labelled 

Warning  to  manu¬ 
facturer  -  amended 
label  adopted. 

66/1/70 

Cherry  W  ine 

I 

Absence  of  cherry  juice 

Warning  to  Retailer/ 
Bottler  amended  label 
adopted. 

96/1/70 

Soln.  of  Wine 

Tannin. 

I 

(1)  Presence  of  sulphur 
dioxide  declared  on  label 
but  not  present  -  label 
not  in  accordance  with 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  1953. 

(2)  Sulphur  dioxide,  if  present 
prohibited  by  Preservations  in 
Food  Regns.  1962. 

Warning  to  manu¬ 
facturer  -  practice  of 
adding  sulphur  dioxide 
discontinued  &  label 
amended  accordingly. 

103/1/70 

Milk  Shake  Syrup. 

I 

Containing  more  than  max. 
amount  of  preservative 
allowed  by  Preservatives  in 
Food  Regns.  1962. 

Manufacturer  warned  - 
further  sample  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

118/1/70 

Cochineal  substitute 

Food  Colour 

I 

Label  not  in  accordance 
with  Colouring  Matter 
in  Food  Regns.  1966. 

Manufacturer  warned  - 

old  stock  withdrawn  from 

sale  &  amended  label 
adopted. 

123/1/70 

Pork  Sausages 

I 

Containing  preservative 
not  declared  by  notice  as 
required  by  Preservatives 
in  Food  Regns.  1962 

Retailer  warned. 

129/1/70 

Pork  Sausages 

I 

Containing  preservatives 
not  declared  by  notice  as 
required  by  Preservatives 
in  Food  Regns.  1962 

Retailer  warned. 

169/F/70 

Rum  (70  Proof) 

F 

Proof  Spirit  slightly 
deficient  (68.  8°  ) 

Matter  under 
investigation  with 
Company  concerned. 

185/1/70 

Shredded  Beef  Suet. 

I 

Rancidity  of  Fat. 

Complaint  sample  - 
no  action  -  condition 
due  to  length  of  storage 
by  complainant. 

SAMPLES  THE  SUBJECT  OF  A  COMPLAINT  REPORTED  ON  BY  PUBLIC  ANALYST  -  1970 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  taken. 

9/C/  70 

Bread  Rolls 

Contamination  by  oil 

Proceedings  taken. 

Fine  £10  G  £2.2  -  costs. 

16/C/70 

Loaf. 

Presence  of  mould  growth. 

Proceedings  taken. 

Fine  £10.  G  £2.2  -  costs. 

17/C/  70 

Iced  Bun. 

Contaminated  by  rat 
dropping 

Not  substantiated  - 
burnt  flour  confectionery 

18/C/70 

Loaf. 

Contamination  by  oil 

Proceedings  taken. 

Fine  £10  G  £2.2  -  costs. 

32/C/70 

Bread. 

containing  tweezers 

No  action  -  not  possible  to 
prove  object  baked  in  bread. 

33/C/70 

Genoa  Cake 

Presence  of  foreign  matter. 

Vegetable  matter  -  manu¬ 
facturer  warned. 

34/ C/70 

Bread. 

Presence  of  foreign  matter. 

No  action  -  substantially 
wheat  flour. 

35/C/70 

Canned  Pork  Roll. 

Presence  of  metal  in  meat. 

Warning  to  manufacturer. 

46/C/70 

Bread 

Containing  insect  (gnat). 

Warning  to  manufacturer. 

61/ C/  70 

Milk 

Abnormal  taste . 

Not  substantiated. 

68/  C/70 

Intestinal  Evacuant. 

Presence  of  foreign  matter  - 
"stones11. 

Taken  up  with  manufacturer 
further  sample  satisfactory. 

73/C/70 

Orangeade 

Disinfectant  odour 

Warning  to  manufacturer 

75/ C/  70 

Bread 

Presence  of  foreign  matter 

Warning  to  manufacturer 

98/  C/  70 

Pork  Pie . 

Affected  with  mould 

Warning  to  manufacturer 
and  retailer. 

124/C/70 

Bread 

Abnormal  taste  and  odour 

No  action  -  doubt  as  to 

manufacturer. 

125/ C/70 

Loaf 

Presence  of  foreign  matter  - 
"hessian". 

Warning  to  manufacturer 

126/C/  70 

Chicken  G  Mushroom 

Pie 

Presence  of  foreign  matter  - 
bristle . 

Warning  to  manufacturer 

139/C/  70 

Milk 

Presence  of  dirt 

Warning  to  dairy. 

202/  C/  70 

Canned  Baked  Beans 

Abnormal  taste. 

Due  to  presence  of  iron  - 
not  harmful.  No  Action. 

Sample  185/1/70  (Shredded  Beef  Suet)  was  taken  as  the  result  of  a  complaint  but  is  reported  upon  under 
unsatisfactory  samples. 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS. 

86  complaints  concerning  the  alleged  unsound  condition  of  food  were  made  to  the  Department  in 
1970  and  these  can  be  classified  as  follows; 


Food  containing  foreign  matter  ..  ..  ..  35 

Food  affected  with  mould  ..  ..  ..  12 

Food  otherwise  out  of  condition  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Bottles  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Evidence  insufficient  for  further  investigation  .  .  15 

Complaints  passed  to  adjacent  Authorities  .  .  11 


During  the  year  six  prosecutions  (all  successful)  were  taken,  the  fines  and  costs  totalling 
£101. 11s.  Od. 


FOOD  POISONING 

There  were  5  cases  notified  during  the  year,  and  6  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  department.  No  causative 
agent  was  found  in  5  cases  but  the  causative  agent  was  identified  in  the  remaining  6  cases  as  follows: 
Salmonellae  Typhimurium  4  cases 
11  Verchow  1  case 

11  Heidelburg  1  case 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


This  Act  is  designed  to  regulate  the  sale  of  pet  animals  and  empowers  the  Local  Authority 
to  issue  licences  in  respect  of  pet  shops. 

During  the  year  seven  licences  were  in  force  imposing  conditions  in  connection  with 
accommodation,  food  and  drink,  control  of  infection,  fire  precautions,  and  welfare  of  animals. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

This  Act  is  intended  to  regulate  the  keeping  of  boarding  establishments  for  animals  and  for 
the  purposes  connected  therewith,  and  empowers  the  Local  Authority  to  licence  animal  boarding 
establishments.  Six  establishments  were  licensed  during  1970,  with  conditions  as  to  accommodation, 
control  of  infection,  fire  precautions  and  animal  welfare . 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACTS  1964  and  1970 

The  Riding  Establishments  Act  1964,  regulating  the  keeping  of  riding  establishments, 
received  Royal  assent  on  31st  July,  1964,  came  into  force  on  1st  April,  1965. 

Under  provisions  of  Section  3  of  the  Act  the  Council  authorised  Miss  W.  Brancker  and 
Mr.  R.H.  Owen,  Veterinary  Surgeons,  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Act. 

Five  establishments  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

The  Riding  Establishments  Act  1970  was  introduced  during  the  year  and  will  operate 
from  1st  January  1971 .  This  Act  will  strengthen  the  provisions  of  the  1964  Act  by  the  introduction  of 
Provisional  Licences  for  Riding  Establishments  and  by  the  strengthening  of  the  conditions  of  licences  for 
Riding  Establishments. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 


This  Act  is  intended  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling  materials  in  upholstered  articles  and 
other  articles  which  are  stuffed  or  lined.  Regulations  dated  1961  lay  down  standards  of  cleanliness  of 
material  under  the  Act. 

Two  registered  premises  remain  in  use.  Two  samples  of  stuffed  toys  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  both  were  found  to  be  filled  with  foam  crumb.  This  has  served  to  emphasise  one  of  the  difficult¬ 
ies  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  Regulations  in  sofaras  foam  crumb  is  one  of  the  filling 
materials  not  covered  by  Regulations.  Another  difficulty  arises  in  connection  with  the  use  of  wood  wool 
in  stuffed  toys;  only  used  wood  wool  is  covered  by  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  and  not  new  wool. 
Unfortunately  it  is  practically  impossible  to  distinguish  by  laboratory  means  between  new  or  used  wood 
wool  and  consequently  the  standard  is  virtually  useless.  It  is  understood  that  representations  have  been 
made  to  the  Ministry  on  these  two  points  and  it  is  hoped  that  steps  will  be  taken  to  amend  the  Regulations 
in  the  not  too  far  distant  future. 


HAIRDRESSERS'  AND  BARBERS'  BYELAWS 

Bye-laws  made  under  Section  77  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1961  were  confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  1st  September  1963.  During  1970,  77  visits  were  made  to 
establishments  in  the  Borough  affected  by  these  Bye-laws.  61  Hairdressing  establishments  were  noted  in 
the  Register  on  31st  December  1970. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS'  ACT  1964 

The  above  Act  received  Royal  assent  on  31st  July  1964,  and  came  into  operation  on  1st 
April,  1965.  The  Act  requires  the  Local  Authority  to  maintain  a  Register  of  Scrap  NIetal  dealers  within 
their  area. 


Two  dealers  were  registered  during  the  year  bringing  the  total  on  the  Register  at  31st 
December  1970  to  nine. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 


All  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  appointed  Officers  for  the  purpose  of  the  Shops  Act  1950. 

The  Act  controls  closing  hours,  conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants,  Sunday 
trading  and  other  matters  relating  to  shops.  Inspectors  normally  carry  out  their  duties  under  the  Shops  Act 
in  conjunction  with  other  duties  relating  to  shop  premises,  thus  avoiding  duplicity  of  visits.  There  were 
791  shops  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1970  and  131  visits  to  shops  were  made  specifically  for 
the  purposes  of  administering  the  Shops  Act.  20  notices  were  served  respecting  infringements,  the  majority 
relating  to  the  failure  to  display  appropriate  Notices  under  the  Act  relating  to  such  things  as  half  day 
closing,  Sunday  trading,  assistants  half  day,  details  of  hours  worked,  etc.  A  good  many  shop  keepers 
are  unaware  that  within  the  Borough  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  relating  to  the  necessity  to  close  on 
one  half  day  of  the  week  still  apply  and  in  addition  difficulties  often  arise  in  connection  with  Sunday 
trading  insofaras  it  relates  to  the  list  of  goods  which  are  permitted  to  be  sold. 

CONSUMER  PROTECTION  ACT  1961 

In  April  1965  the  Council  appointed  three  members  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  as 
authorised  officers  for  the  purposes  of  the  above  Act. 

The  following  Regulations  are  administered  under  the  Acts 

The  Oil  Heaters  Regulations  1962/6 

The  Stands  for  Carrycots  (Safety)  Regulations  1966 

The  Toys  (Safety)  Regulations  1967 

The  Nightdresses  (Safety)  Regulations  1967 

TheEIectrfcal  Appliances  (Colour  Code)  Regulations  1969. 

During  the  year  one  nightdress  was  submitted  to  the  authorised  testing  laboratory  and 
passed  the  prescribed  test. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  under  the  Toys  (Safety)  Regulations  three  of  which  failed  the 
prescribed  test;  the  failures  in  each  case  were  due  to  paint  coatings  which  did  not  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  In  each  case  the  toys  concerned  were  imported  and  spotlighted  the  shortcomings  of  the 
Consumer  Protection  Act  1961  which  does  not  contain  a  passing-over  provision  which  would  permit  a 
retailer  to  call  upon  his  supplier  to  answer  charges  where  the  retailer  is  found  to  be  selling  goods  which 
contravene  the  Regulations.  It  is  understood  that  an  amendment  to  the  Consumer  Protection  Act  is 
likely  to  be  issued  in  the  near  future  which  will  introduce  the  passing -over  provision.  When  such  a 
provision  is  introduced  Local  Authorities  will  be  able  to  take  proceedings  against  the  supplier  as  well  as 
or  instead  of  retailers  in  cases  where  toys  are  found  to  contravene  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations. 

GAME  ACT  1831 

During  1970,  five  licences  were  issued  authorising  persons  to  buy  and  sell  game  within  the 
terms  of  The  Act. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT 


To  comply  with  Orders  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  shop-keepers  are 
required  to  mark  certain  imported  foodstuffs.  Checking  for  compliance  with  the  terms  of  these  Orders 
is  normally  carried  out  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  course  of  routine  inspections  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year,  verbal  cautions  being  given  in  relation 
to  minor  infringements.  During  the  year  fruit  retailers  were  circularised  drawing  attention  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  (Imported  Goods)  Orders  as  appropriate  to  their  premises.  In  view  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  1968  it  is  expected  that  the  Orders  in  Council  made  under  Section 
2  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  will  be  the  subject  of  review  during  the  year  1971. 
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